
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
  

AGENDA 

BARUNGA LOCAL AUTHORITY MEETING 
 

TUESDAY, 3 OCTOBER 2023 

 
 

 
 

Notice is given that the next Barunga Local Authority Meeting of the Roper Gulf Regional 
Council will be held on: 
 

Tuesday, 3 October 2023 at 10:00am 
The Conference Room Council Service Delivery Centre, Barunga 

Or  
Via Microsoft Teams Meeting 

Meeting ID: 415 228 273 233  
Passcode: Ur5UR4 

 
 
Your attendance at the meeting will be appreciated. 
 
 
 
 
 

Marc GARDNER 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 



 

 

BARUNGA CURRENT MEMBERSHIP: 
Elected Members 

1. Councillor Helen LEE;  
Appointed Members 

1. Anne-Marie LEE;  
2. Nell BROWN;  
3. Danielle BUSH; 
4. Charlane BULUMBARA;  
5. Vita BRINJEN; and 
6. Ambrose BULUMBARA.  

 
MEMBERS: 8 

COUNCIL: 1 

LOCAL AUTHORITY: 7 

QUORUM: 5 (minimum requirement) 

PROVISIONAL: 3 (minimum requirement) 

 

EXPLANATORY NOTE: 

Meetings must meet a quorum of 50% + 1 of all Members. 

If no quorum is achieved,  a provisional meeting can be held in one third of the total members (elected 
members and appointed members) are present. 

During a provisional meeting, all agenda items may be discussed, and minutes must be kept. 

Members at a provisional meeting may by majority vote make recommendations to Council. 
However, the recommendations shall be considered as those of a provisional meeting rather than a 
quorum meeting of the Local Authority. 

A provisional meeting does not have the power or functions delegated to a Local Authority and 
cannot approve minutes of a Local Authority meeting. 

Local Authority appointed members are paid for attending meetings (not for informal meetings or 
Roper Gulf Regional Council Employees during their hours of work). 

 



 

 

 
 

PLEDGE 
 

“We pledge to work as one towards a better future through effective 
use of all resources. 
 
We have identified these key values and principles of Honesty, 
Equality, Accountability, Respect and Trust as being integral in the 
achievement of our vision, that the Roper Gulf Regional Council is 
Sustainable, Viable and Vibrant.” 
 
 
 

PRAMIS BLA WI 
 

“Mela pramis bla wek gudbalawei bla meigim futja bla wi wanwei, en 
bla yusim ola gudwan ting bla helpum wi luk lida.   
 
Mela bin luk ol dijlod rul, ebrobodi gada tok trubalawei, wi gada meik 
so wi gibit firgo en lisin misalp, abum rispek en trastim misalp bla 
jinggabat  bla luk lida, Roper Galf  Rijinul Kaunsul deya maindim en 
kipbum bla wi pramis, dum wek brabli gudbalawei, en im laibliwan.” 
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CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 

ITEM NUMBER 7.1 

TITLE Barunga Local Authority Meeting Previous 
Minutes 

REFERENCE 1371600 

AUTHOR Bhumika ADHIKARI, Governance Officer         

 
RECOMMENDATION 

That the Barunga Local Authority confirms the minutes from the meeting held on 04 April 2023 
and affirms them to be a true and accurate record of that meetings decisions and proceedings. 

KEY OUTCOME AREA 
Governance: Increase the effectiveness and efficiency of the organisation, including in 
engagement with staff members, residents and external stakeholders. 

BACKGROUND 
The Barunga Local Authority met on Tuesday, 04 April 2023 at 10:00am with QUORUM.  
Attached are the recorded minutes for the Local Authority to review. 
 

ISSUES/OPTIONS/SWOT 
There are no more scheduled Barunga Local Authority Meetings for the remainder of the 2023 
calendar year.  

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
Nil. 

ATTACHMENTS 
1  Barunga Local Authority 2023-07-04 [2311] Minutes.DOCX

  
  



Attachment 1 Barunga Local Authority 2023-07-04 [2311] Minutes.DOCX
 

 



Attachment 1 Barunga Local Authority 2023-07-04 [2311] Minutes.DOCX
 

 



Attachment 1 Barunga Local Authority 2023-07-04 [2311] Minutes.DOCX
 

 



Attachment 1 Barunga Local Authority 2023-07-04 [2311] Minutes.DOCX
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BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 

ITEM NUMBER 8.1 

TITLE Action List  

REFERENCE 1370964 

AUTHOR Bhumika ADHIKARI, Governance Officer         

 
RECOMMENDATION 

That the Barunga Local Authority: 
(a) receives and notes the Action List; and 
(b) approves the removal of completed items. 

BACKGROUND 
The Action List is a non-authoritative reference document for Business Arising out of Previous Minutes.  
 
BARUNGA ACTION LIST 
8.1 ACTION LIST REPORT IN 

AGENDA? 

BAR Q-1/2023 (Charlane BULUMBARA/Danielle BUSH) CARRIED 

That the Barunga Local Authority: 
(a) receives and notes the Action List;  
(b) approves the removal of completed items; 
(c) requests that Council allows for the Council Service Manager to meet individually with Barunga Local Authority members 

to investigate and identify where in the Barunga Community speed bumps need to be installed; 
(d) requests Council ensure that the basketball court is cleaned regularly by Night Patrol; and  
(e) requests a letter is sent to Northern Land Council regarding the status of the Section 19 for the Barunga Night Patrol 

Office.  

 

 
12.2 MAJOR PROJECTS REPORT  

BAR Q-2/2023 (Danielle BUSH/Vita BRINJEN) CARRIED 

That the Barunga Local Authority: 
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(a) receives and notes the report; 
(b) approved the ablution block be relocated to Norforce Park; 
(c) requests Council install a shelter over the footpath between the council office, hall, and library; 
(d) requests Council investigate the AFL Northern Territory (AFLNT) oval standards to host home games in Barunga; 
(e) requests Council cut down the tree near the Media Centre at Heritage Park as a matter of priority at request of the 

Community. 
 
12.3 BARUNGA LOCAL AUTHORITY PROJECTS UPDATE  

BAR Q-3/2023 (Danielle BUSH/Nell BROWN) CARRIED 

That the Barunga Local Authority; 
(a) receives and notes the Local Authority Projects Update report; and 
(b) approves the allocation of; 

$10,000 towards Oval Beautification Project. 
$20,000 towards 2X seating stands at Basketball Court. 
$10,000 towards seating stand at Softball Oval. 
$20,000 towards Barunga Cemetery Arch. 
$20,000 reallocated to consultancy fees for Barunga Statement Project. 

 

 
14.1 BARUNGA STATEMENT PROJECT - CONSULTATION VISIT 1  

BAR Q-4/2023 (Helen LEE/Charlane BULUMBARA) CARRIED 

That the Barunga Local Authority; 
(a) receives and notes the update and presentation on the Barunga Statement Project; and 
(b) request the consultation reconvenes in the Roper Gulf Regional Council Service Delivery Centre Barunga in 3 weeks’ 

time to present sketch designs with Consultants and Barunga Local Authority members. 

 

 
 
 
14.8 NIGHT PATROL  

That the Provisional Barunga Local Authority puts forward a provisional request to Council to invite the Community Safety 
Manager to attend the 04 April 2023 Barunga Local Authority to discuss available Night Patrol options. 
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14.7 CHEMICAL SPRAYING  

That the Provisional Barunga Local Authority puts forward a provisional request to Council to engage with the JAWOYN 
Association Aboriginal Corporation to request assistance with chemical spraying of weeds around the Barunga Community. 

 

 
14.6 MANYALLALUK LOCAL AUTHORITY  

BAR P-5/2023 (Danielle BUSH/Charlane BULUMBARA) CARRIED 

That the Provisional Barunga Local Authority;  
(a) invites the Manyallaluk Local Authority to combine together with the Barunga Local Authority to ensure that the 

Manyallaluk Community has support and Local Authority meetings are held regularly; and  
(b) puts forward a provisional request that Council undertake Community Consultation in Manyallaluk prior to the Ordinary 

Meeting of Council being held on 22 February 2023. 

 

Discussed in Council 

 
14.5 CROCODILE IN RIVER  

BAR P-6/2023 (Anne-Marie LEE/Danielle BUSH) CARRIED 

That the Provisional Barunga Local Authority puts forward a provisional request to Council to contact Parks and Wildlife Northern 
Territory and the local Rangers to investigate and display caution signs around the river and throughout the Barunga Community 
to alert the residents of the danger of entering the water. 

 

Council Service 
Manager – Barunga 

 
14.2 BAGALA ROAD  

BAR P-7/2023 (Charlane BULUMBARA/Danielle BUSH) CARRIED 

That the Provisional Barunga Local Authority puts forward a provisional request to Council to install two (2) speed bumps on 
Bagala Road to combat the speeding that occurs on this road. 

 

Council Service 
Manager – Barunga 

 
 
14.3 BASKETBALL FENCING PROJECT  

BAR Q-2/2022 
That the Barunga Local Authority requests the Chief Executive Officer to report back to the 11 October 2022 Barunga Local 
Authority Meeting in regards to the Basketball Fencing Project. 

 

 
 



Barunga Local Authority 3 October 2023 

Page 14 

13.1  ELDERS VISITING PROGRAM  

BAR Q-30/2022 
That the Barunga Local Authority;  
(a) requests the Elders Visiting Program report be deferred to the next scheduled Barunga Local Authority Meeting; and 
(b) requests the Chief Executive Officer to write to Jody CLARKE to request her attendance at the next scheduled    
Barunga Local Authority Meeting. 

Invitation sent to Jody on 
11/01 – awaiting response. 

 
8.1 ACTION LIST 

BAR-Q 8/2023  (Charlane BULUMBARA/Anne-Marie LEE) CARRIED 

That the Barunga Local Authority: 
(a) receives and notes the Action List;  
(b) approves the removal of completed items; and  
(c) old pump and 5 mile – out of community area – community wants to graded. 

 

 
12.1 BARUNGA LOCAL AUTHORITY PROJECTS UPDATE 

BAR-Q 25/2023 (Danielle BUSH/Nell BROWN) CARRIED 

That the Barunga Local Authority: 
(a) receives and notes the Local Authority Projects Update report; and 
(b) requests the issue of gravel and soil (dirt pile) to be taken to the Traditional Owner(TO) meeting to allow for access 

for Council to use the pits and  to follow up with TO groups. 

 

 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
  
Nil. 
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OPERATIONAL REPORTS 

ITEM NUMBER 12.1 

TITLE Barunga Local Authority Projects Update 

REFERENCE 1374089 

AUTHOR Puspa KARKI, Executive Support Coordinator         

 
RECOMMENDATION 

That the Barunga Local Authority receives and notes the Local Authority Projects Update 
report. 

KEY OUTCOME AREA 
Wellbeing: Contribute to the wellbeing of residents individually and communities as a whole; 
by fostering increased participation in community activities, education, healthy lifestyles, and 
a safe living environment. 
 
Environment: Protect and care for the physical environment, including developing and 
maintenance of clean and environmentally focused communities. 
 
Infrastructure: Support building and maintaining community infrastructure which positively 
contributes to resident needs and aspirations. 
 

BACKGROUND 
Since 2014 the Barunga Local Authority has received a total of $419,839.00 from the Northern 
Territory Government for the Local Authority Project Fund. Annual allocations provided by the 
Department of Local Government are based on a formula related to population. To date the 
Barunga Local Authority has allocated $400,222.32, accounting for surplus funds from 
completed projects. 

ISSUES/OPTIONS/SWOT 
 Please refer to the attached LA funding report as at 31/08/2023. 

 
 Drum spike aerator purchased for Oval Beautification. 

 

 Recently received Local Authority Project Funding (LAPF) 2022-2023 allocation of $19,600 
from the Northern Territory Government.  

 

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
Unallocated Funds 
The Barunga Local Authority currently has balance of $48,005.49 to allocate to new projects. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
1  Barunga LA Projects attachment 31.08.2023.pdf

  
  



Attachment 1 Barunga LA Projects attachment 31.08.2023.pdf 
 

 

  



Barunga Local Authority 3 October 2023 

Page 17 

GENERAL BUSINESS 

ITEM NUMBER 13.1 

TITLE ComSafe Report to the Barunga Local 
Authority Meeting 

REFERENCE 1373221 

AUTHOR Rachael WALTERS, Programs Administration Officer         

 
RECOMMENDATION 

That the Barunga Local Authority receives and notes the Community Safety report for the 
period 1 July to 20 September. 

KEY OUTCOME AREA 

BACKGROUND 
 
 

ISSUES/OPTIONS/SWOT 
 
 

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
Nil 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
There are no attachments for this report. 
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GENERAL BUSINESS 

ITEM NUMBER 13.2 

TITLE Council Services Report 

REFERENCE 1374056 

AUTHOR Liam FARRELL, Council Services Coordinator         

 
RECOMMENDATION 

That the Barunga Local Authority receives and notes the Council Services Report. 

KEY OUTCOME AREA 
Wellbeing: Contribute to the wellbeing of residents individually and communities as a whole; 
by fostering increased participation in community activities, education, healthy lifestyles, and 
a safe living environment. 
 
Infrastructure: Support building and maintaining community infrastructure which positively 
contributes to resident needs and aspirations. 
 

BACKGROUND 
 
CORE SERVICES 
 
111 – Councils Services General 

 Council Office has been open and all services are being delivered 
 Consulted with contractors for works to be carried out on the pump and irrigation 

system and awaiting quote 
 Cemetery Arch is ongoing due to contractors being unavailable at this time  

 
160 – Municipal Services 

 Our Municipal team has been busy keeping the community up to high standard  
 The Grandstands arrived and have been built and established by the Municipal 

Team  
 5 Mile grade has begun this was delayed due to the arrival time of the grader blade  

 
AGENCY SERVICES 
 
314 – Community Development Program (CDP) 

 Update if applicable  
348 – Library 

 Has been operational 
350 – Centrelink 

 Centerlink has been operating as normal 
404 – Indigenous Sports and Recreation 

 Sport and Rec has been operational with good attendance  
 
OTHER / MISCELLANEOUS  

 Please see ComSafe report for Night Patrol statistics  

ISSUES/OPTIONS/SWOT 
 Issues 
 

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
Nil. 
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ATTACHMENTS 
There are no attachments for this report. 
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GENERAL BUSINESS 

ITEM NUMBER 13.3 

TITLE Elected Member Report 

REFERENCE 1374256 

AUTHOR Bhumika ADHIKARI, Governance Officer         

 
RECOMMENDATION 

That the Barunga Local Authority receives and notes the Elected Member report. 

KEY OUTCOME AREA 
Governance: Increase the effectiveness and efficiency of the organisation, including in 
engagement with staff members, residents and external stakeholders. 

BACKGROUND 
The Elected Member Report provides Local Authorities with a summary of the decisions made 
at Ordinary Meetings of Council and Committee meetings since the previous Local Authority 
Meeting. The aim of this report is to convey the information from those meetings to the Local 
Authority members, and then from the Local Authority to the wider community. 
 
Complete details of all Council, Committee and Local Authority agendas and minutes, are 
publicly available at www.ropergulf.nt.gov.au and can be provided upon request at all the 
Roper Gulf Regional Council offices. 

 
ISSUES/OPTIONS/SWOT 
 
ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL – 23 August 2023 
Council approved the Provisional recommendations from the Wugularr (Beswick) Local 
Authority held on 03 July 2023 and approved the recommendations from the Barunga Local 
Authority held on 04 July 2023. 
 
Council opened a 21-day ‘Nomination Period’ to fill the vacancies on the Manyallaluk Local 
Authority. At this Meeting, Council requested to reconvene one more Manyallaluk Local 
Authority before considering possibility of combining Barunga and Manyallaluk Local Authority 
together 
 
Council formally adopted the new Northern Territory Subdivisional Guidelines as being 
applicable to the entire Roper Gulf Regional Council area. The Northern Territory subdivision 
development guidelines set out minimum design and construction standards for land 
subdivisions in the NT. 
 
Council appointed Councillor Helen LEE as Deputy Mayor for a term of 2 years or until the 
next general election of the Council (whichever is sooner) and formally acknowledged the 
valuable service and contribution of former Cr MacFarlane to the Roper Gulf Regional Council 
over many years of service. 
 
Council held a by-election for the vacant Councillor position in the Never Never Ward following 
the resignation of Judy MacFarlane. Five Candidates have been announced for the Roper 
Gulf Regional Council, Never Never Ward by-election. 
Candidates are Edna Prescilla ILES, William John, Naomi WILFRED, Cecilia LAKE and 
Virginya BOON. Voting will be available at the following locations: 

- Hodgson Downs (Minyerri) – Tuesday 03 October 2023 – 10:30am to 4:00pm. 
- Jilkminggan (Council Office) – Wednesday 04 October 2023 – 10:30am to 6:00pm. 
- Mataranka (Community Hall) – Thursday 05 October 2023 – 10:30am to 6:00pm. 
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Council approved the budget amendment of $45,000 (Council contribution) and $20,000 
(Barunga Local Authority contribution) for the Barunga Softfall Project; and Council also 
discussed about the following project:  
 
Barunga Youth Café 
The Barunga Youth Café continues to be delivered in line with funding requirements. A site 
visit conducted by the funding body in June was successful, and youth participation continues 
to be strong.  
 
Barunga Playground Softfall 
The project was put out to tender in April with the preferred applicant, NT Shade quoting 
$175,692.  The initial budget allocation of this project was $115,000.  A budget amendment of 
$65,000 is sought in order to progress this project.  Once awarded the works will take 1 week 
for completion.   
 
Barunga Shade Project 
The contract for this project has been awarded to BM Constructions and is on track for 
completion by the end of September.   
 
 
AUDIT AND RISK COMMITTEE MEETING – 16 August 2023 
The Audit and Risk Committee consists of the following members: 
 Ian SWAN (Independent Member); 
 Carolyn EAGLE (Independent Member); 
 Claudia GOLSMITH (Independent Member); 
 Councillor Patricia FARRELL; and 
 Councillor John DALYWATER. 

 
There was no topics of discussion in relation to the Nyirranggulung Ward at the Audit and Risk 
Committee Meeting.  
 
FINANCE AND INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE MEETING – 27 September 2023 
The Finance and Infrastructure Committee consists of the following members: 
 Independent Member Awais UR REHMAN; 
 Mayor Tony JACK; 
 Deputy Mayor Helen LEE; 
 Councillor Samuel EVANS; 
 Councillor Owen TURNER; 
 Councillor Annabelle DAYLIGHT;  
 Councillor Edwin NUNGGUMAJBARR; and 
 VACANT.  
 
The Committee were presented with a report of the Deed of Variation which provides the 
information on further support and the funding received from the Department as below 

- Deed of Variation - 4-HY7S67G – School Nutrition Project Bulman 2023-24 - $9,075.00   
- Elected Member Report - $58,313.18 
- Elected Member Report - $19,554.75 
- Elected Member Report - $6,995.70 

 
The Finance and Infrastructure Committee were informed of the following Projects as below: 
 
Beswick Cameron and Madigan Roads Upgrade 
AAPA Clearance has been granted. Design work is currently underway by external 
consultants.   
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Barunga Statement Memorial Project 
This project is progressing in the design phase.  A further community is planned to finalise 
stakeholder input before design work is completed.   
 
Barunga Playground Softfall 
This project has progressed after the amended budget was approved by Council August. Now 
awaiting completion by the successful contractor.   
 
Bulman Community Ablution Block 
The flat pack materials have arrived in Katherine. The s19 application has been approved.  An 
AAPA application has been submitted.  On receipt of clearance, procurement for installation 
works will commence.   
 
 

UPCOMING COUNCIL MEETINGS 

23 October 
2023 

11:00am 
Audit and Risk Committee 
Meeting 
 

RGRC Support Centre, 
Katherine 

25 October 
2023 

10:00am Ordinary Meeting of Council 
RGRC Service Delivery 

Centre, Ngukurr 

29 November 
2023 

9:00am 
 
Finance and Infrastructure 
Committee Meeting 

RGRC Support Centre, 
Katherine 

Unless indicated otherwise, all Council meetings are open to the public. 

 

 

LOCAL AUTHORITY NUMBER OF VACANCIES 

Barunga Local Authority 0 

Beswick Local Authority 0 

Bulman Local Authority 0 

Manyallaluk Local Authority 2 

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
Nil. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
1  Ordinary Meeting of Council 2023-08-23 [2333] Minutes.DOCX  

  
  



Attachment 1 Ordinary Meeting of Council 2023-08-23 [2333] Minutes.DOCX
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Attachment 1 Ordinary Meeting of Council 2023-08-23 [2333] Minutes.DOCX
 

 



Attachment 1 Ordinary Meeting of Council 2023-08-23 [2333] Minutes.DOCX
 

 



Attachment 1 Ordinary Meeting of Council 2023-08-23 [2333] Minutes.DOCX
 

 



Attachment 1 Ordinary Meeting of Council 2023-08-23 [2333] Minutes.DOCX
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GENERAL BUSINESS 

ITEM NUMBER 13.4 

TITLE Local Authority Member Attendance Report 

REFERENCE 1374288 

AUTHOR Bhumika ADHIKARI, Governance Officer         

 
RECOMMENDATION 

That the Barunga Local Authority receives and notes the Local Authority Member Attendance 
Report.  

KEY OUTCOME AREA 
Governance: Increase the effectiveness and efficiency of the organisation, including in 
engagement with staff members, residents and external stakeholders. 

BACKGROUND 
The Local Government Act 2019 states that Local Authority Members may be removed from 
a Local Authority if they are absent from two (2) consecutive meetings without approved 
apologies. 
 
Barunga Local Authority Meetings Member Attendance  

Local Authority 
Meeting Members 

05 April 
2022 

05 July 
2022 

03 
November 
2022 

10 
January 
2023 

04 April 
2023 

04 July 
2023 
 

Mayor  
Tony Jack - P AP 

AP AP AP 

Deputy Mayor 
Helen Lee P P P 

P P P 

Nell Brown NO AP P AP AP P P 

Danielle Bush P NO AP P P P P 

Charlane 
Bulumbara 

P P AP 
P P P 

Ambrose 
Bulumbara - - - - NO AP 

P 

Anne-Marie Lee P AP P P P P 

Vita Brinjen P P AP AP P AP 

Key 
P   Present at LA 
AP  Apology given and accepted by LA 
NO AP Did not attend LA and did not tender any apologies 

 

ISSUES/OPTIONS/SWOT 
Nil. 

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
Nil. 

ATTACHMENTS 
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GENERAL BUSINESS 

ITEM NUMBER 13.5 

TITLE Council Financial Report for the period 
01.07.2023 - 31.08.2023 

REFERENCE 1374617 

AUTHOR Karandeep SINGH, Senior Finance Officer         

 
RECOMMENDATION 

That the Barunga Local Authority receives and notes the Council Financial Report for the 
2023_24 August YTD period. 

KEY OUTCOME AREA 
Economic Development: Foster strengthening and growing jobs, industries, and investment 
attraction. 
 
BACKGROUND 
As per the Local Government Act 2019 and its’ statutory instruments, the council is to submit 
a current financial report of actual expenditure against the latest approved budget for the Local 
Authority area.  
 

ISSUES/OPTIONS/SWOT 
Variances identified against budgeted activities are outlined in the attached expenditure 
report. A brief explanation for these differences is provided below:    
  
Operating Income:  
Operating income YTD is currently 42k over budget. This is a timing issue associated with the 
funding of wages payments and will be adjusted in line with 2022_23 year-end accrued wages 
when finalised. 
 
Operating Expenditure: 
The total variance in operating expenditure is an over spend of $42,104.00. The main reason 
for overspent is wages, which are over budget due to three pay period in August. Please see 
the attached report for further information. 
 
Capital Expenditure: 
No capital expenditure to date. 

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
Nil. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
1  Barunga LA Finance Report 31.08.2023.pdf

  
  



Attachment 1 Barunga LA Finance Report 31.08.2023.pdf 
 

 

  


