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CORPORATE GOVERNANCE DIRECTORATE REPORT 

ITEM NUMBER 15.8 
TITLE GRANTS: Department of Sport and 

Recreation - Facility and Capital Equipment Program 2015-16 - 
Manyallaluk Basketball Court  

REFERENCE 633715 

AUTHOR Hilary Sinfield, Acting Grants Coordinator         
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
(a) That Council accept the funding agreement for the Facility and Capital 

Equipment Program 2015-16 from the Department of Sport and Recreation for 
the Manyallaluk Basketball Court Upgrade by signing, dating and affixing the 
Common Seal on both copies of the agreement.  

 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
The Department of Sport and Recreation offers the Facility and Capital Equipment 
Investment Program to assist organisations to improve their capacity to provide affordable 
and accessible sport and recreation opportunities through the development of facilities.  
 
Council has been offered funding for the project – Manyallaluk Basketball Court Upgrade. 
 
This funding will assist towards the stage two development of the basketball court in 
Manyallaluk. 
 
Agreement end date: 31th August 2016. 
 
 
ISSUES/OPTIONS/SWOT 
Nil. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
2015-16 = $14,500 plus GST 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
There are no attachments for this report. 
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CORPORATE GOVERNANCE DIRECTORATE REPORT 

ITEM NUMBER 15.9 
TITLE GRANTS: Department of Sport and 

Recreation - Facility and Capital Equipment Program 2015-16 - 
Numbulwar Basketball Court Re-surface 

REFERENCE 633717 

AUTHOR Hilary Sinfield, Acting Grants Coordinator         
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
(a) That Council accept the funding agreement for the Facility and Capital 

Equipment Program 2015-16 from the Department of Sport and Recreation for 
the Numbulwar Basketball Court Re-surface by signing, dating and affixing the 
Common Seal on both copies of the agreement.  

 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
The Department of Sport and Recreation offers the Facility and Capital Equipment 
Investment Program to assist organisations to improve their capacity to provide affordable 
and accessible sport and recreation opportunities through the development of facilities.  
 
Council has been offered funding for the project – Numbulwar Basketball Court Re-
surface 
 
Agreement end date: 31st October 2016 
 
 
ISSUES/OPTIONS/SWOT 
Nil. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
2015-16 = $15,800 plus GST 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
  



Ordinary Meeting of Council 30 March 2016 

- 190 - 

CORPORATE GOVERNANCE DIRECTORATE REPORT 

ITEM NUMBER 15.10 
TITLE GRANTS: RGRC Community Grants 

Program Round Three 2015-16  
REFERENCE 638688 

AUTHOR Hilary Sinfield, Acting Grants Coordinator         
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
(a) That Council endorse the recommendations of the Community Grants 

Committee for Round 3 2015-16. 
(b) That Council carry-forward the balance of the unspent 2015-16 RGRC 

Community Grants Program funding into the 2016-17 RGRC Community Grants 
Program budget.  

 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The approved budget for the RGRC Community Grants Program for 2015-16 is $50,000.  
 
Thus far, Council has offered three rounds of Community Grants funding. At the opening of 
each round, the program is advertised in the Katherine Times, the Council Newsletter and 
throughout Council networks.  
 
In Round 1, Council approved $14,211.00 of funding to various organisations.  
In Round 2, Council approved $10,640.00 of funding to various organisations 
 
The balance available for Round 3 was $25,149.00 
 
Applications for Round 3 closed on Friday 18th March 2016 and the Grants Coordinator 
(acting) collated a report to the Community Grants Committee for deliberation.  
 
ISSUES/OPTIONS/SWOT 
The total funds requested in Round 3 applications does not equal $25,149.00 thus 
regardless of the Community Grants Committee’s endorsements of applications an 
underspend will exist in the 2015-16 RGRC Community Grants Program budget. 
 
Council may carry-forward the balance of the unspent funds into the 2016-17 RGRC 
Community Grants Program budget or Council may offer a Round 4 by which Council will 
need to determine the opening and closing dates for.   
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
RGRC Community Grant Program available funding pool for 2015-16 Round 2 = $25,149.00 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
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CORPORATE GOVERNANCE DIRECTORATE REPORT 

ITEM NUMBER 15.11 
TITLE GRANTS: Indigenous Advancement 

Strategy - Jobs, Land and Economy Programme - IAS Building 
Traineeships Project and Jobs for Communities Project - DPMC 

REFERENCE 638747 

AUTHOR Hilary Sinfield, Acting Grants Coordinator         
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
(a) That Council accept the funding agreement to provide the Building Traineeships 

Project and Jobs for Communities Project by signing, dating and affixing the 
Common Seal on both copies of the agreement. 

 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
Council has been offered funding under the Indigenous Advancement Strategy Jobs, Land 
and Economy Programme to deliver the Building Traineeships Project and the Jobs for 
Communities Project. 
 
The Building Traineeships project is to span across Barunga, Beswick, Bulman/Weemol, 
Jilkminggan, Manyallaluk, Mataranka, Ngukurr and Numbulwar while the Jobs for 
Communities Project is to span across the previously listed locations plus Borroloola.  
 
Under this funding agreement, RGRC must: 

 Employ 20 Indigenous building trainees and deliver a Certificate III in Remote Area 
Building Repairs and Maintenance to all trainees 

 Employee a full time project coordinator to oversea the 30 Indigenous Builder 
Trainees 

 Provide sustainable employment opportunities in Council’s building and civil  works. 
 
These projects have an agreement end date of 15th December 2017 and a project end date 
of 30th June 2017. 
 
 
ISSUES/OPTIONS/SWOT 
Payment of this grant is dependent on participation levels. In order for RGRC to receive the 
full grant amount, RGRC must met the following milestones: 

 Commence employment of 20 Indigenous Trainees 
 20 Indigenous trainees achieve 13 weeks employment 
 20 Indigenous trainees achieve 26 weeks employment 
 20 Indigenous employees complete the Certificate III  

 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
 
Available funding under Building Traineeships Project  
Requirement for 
payment 

Max no. of 
funded 
outcomes 

Outcome 
payment type 
(per 
outcome/partici
pant/full-time 
trainee) 
 
GST inclusive 

Maximum Available payment 
 
GST Inclusive 

Execution of Funding 20 $2,045.45  $40,909.00  
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Agreement   
Commencement of Job 
Participant in a job  
 

20 $2,045.45  
 

$40,909.00  
 

13 weeks continuous 
employment of 
Participant”  
 

20 $2,045.45  
 

$40,909.00  
 

26 weeks continuous 
employment of 
Participant  
 

20 $2,045.45  
 

$40,909.00  
 

52 weeks continuous 
employment of 
Participant  
 

20 $2,045.45  $40,909.00  

TOTAL $ 204,545.00 
 
 
 
Available funding under Jobs for Communities Project 
Requirement for 
payment 

Max no. of 
funded 
outcomes 

Outcome 
payment type 
(per 
outcome/partici
pant/full-time 
trainee) 
 
GST inclusive 

Maximum Available payment 
 
GST Inclusive 

Execution of Funding 
Agreement 

20 $2,045.45  
 

$40,909.00  
 

Commencement of Job 
Participant in a job  
 

20 $2,045.45  
 

$40,909.00  
 

13 weeks continuous 
employment of 
Participant”  
 

20 $2,045.45  
 

$40,909.00  
 

26 weeks continuous 
employment of 
Participant  
 

20 $2,045.45  
 

$40,909.00  
 

52 weeks continuous 
employment of 
Participant  
 

20 $2,045.45  $40,909.00  

TOTAL $ 204,545.00 
 
Total Funding Available: $204,545.00 x 2 = $409,090.00 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
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CORPORATE GOVERNANCE DIRECTORATE REPORT 

ITEM NUMBER 15.12 
TITLE GRANTS: Community Night Patrol 

Programme Variation  - Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet 
REFERENCE 641721 

AUTHOR Hilary Sinfield, Acting Grants Coordinator         
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
(a) That Council accept the variation to the Community Night Patrol Programme by 

initialing each page, signing, dating and affixing the common seal to two copies 
of the agreement. 

 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
The Council receive funding from the Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet to delivery 
the Community Night patrol Programme.   
 
Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet have requested we a variation with details as 
follows: 
 

 Activity end date is extended until 30 June 2016. 
 The schedule completion date is extended until 15 November 2017. 
 To carry-forward total unexpended funding of $670,840 from 2014-15 to 2015-16. 

This amount is made up of $175,000 for three new Community Night patrol Vehicles 
and $495,840 for Certificate III Community Night Partol training.  

 
 
End Date: 30 June 2016 
 
ISSUES/OPTIONS/SWOT 
Nil 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
$670,840 carried forward from 2014-15 into 2015-16. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
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COUNCIL SERVICES & INFRASTRUCTURE 
DIRECTORATE REPORT 

ITEM NUMBER 16.1 
TITLE Approved Survey Plans Weemol 
REFERENCE 632455 

AUTHOR Sharon Hillen, Director of Council Services and Infrastructure          
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
(a) That Council receive and note the report on the Approved Survey Plans Weemol. 
 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
Council staff have been engaged by the NTG Remote Planning Unit to assist with the survey 
and sub-divisions of all remote towns on Aboriginal Land Trust Land. 
 
This report relates to the complete survey and current sub-division approved by the Survey 
General on the 1st of February 2016. 
 
ISSUES/OPTIONS/SWOT 
Nil 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
Nil 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1  Survey plan Weemol _S2012-234A_signed.pdf 
2  Survey Plan Weemol - S2012-234B_signed.pdf
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COUNCIL SERVICES & INFRASTRUCTURE 
DIRECTORATE REPORT 

ITEM NUMBER 16.2 
TITLE Approved Survey Plans Robinson River  
REFERENCE 632487 

AUTHOR Sharon Hillen, Director of Council Services and Infrastructure          
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
(a) That Council receive and note the report on the Approved Survey Plans 

Robinson River 
 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
Council staff have been engaged by the Remote Planning Team of the Department of 
Lands., Planning and Environment to assist with the ground trothing of the recent survey’s 
carried out on all towns located on Aboriginal Land Trust Land. 
 
The resulting plans and sub-divisions will inform mapping and planning tools such as SLAP 
maps defining lot numbers and road reserves within a town. 
 
The Robinson River survey plans S2012/229 A to C were approved by the Surveyor-General 
on 3 February 2016. 
 
These plans where sent to Mungoorbada Aboriginal Corporation for their information.  
 
ISSUES/OPTIONS/SWOT 
 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
Nil  
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1  Survery Plan - S2012-229A_signed Robinson River.pdf
2  Survey Plan - S2012-229B_signed Robinson River .pdf 
3  Survey Plan - S2012-229C_signed Robinson River.pdf 
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COUNCIL SERVICES & INFRASTRUCTURE 
DIRECTORATE REPORT 

ITEM NUMBER 16.3 
TITLE Mobile Black Spot Programme 
REFERENCE 633517 

AUTHOR Sharon Hillen, Director of Council Services and Infrastructure          
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
(a) That Council receive and note the report on the Mobile Black Spot Programme 

sub-missions. 
 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
The Australian Government, on the 26th February 2016 released the Programme Guidelines 
for Round 2 of the Mobile Black Spot Programme, and called for applications from mobile 
network operators and infrastructure providers to deliver improved mobile coverage to 
reported mobile black spots.  
 
Under round 2, the Government has committed an additional $60 million to improve mobile 
coverage in regional and remote Australia, adding to the $100 million it committed for round 
1. 
 
The Government’s Mobile Black Spot Database was re-opened for public reporting of black 
spots in mid-2015. When it closed in mid-January 2016, more than 4,400 new locations had 
been added to the database, taking the number of reported locations to over 10,600.  A map 
of the locations reported within the Roper Gulf Region is below: 
 

 
 
Applications for funding by Telecommunication Network providers will close on 14 June 
2016. It is expected that successful applicants and locations will be announced in the second 
half of 2016. 
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ISSUES/OPTIONS/SWOT 
In round 1, Roper Gulf Regional Council submitted application for the following locations: 
 

 Minyerri/Hodgson Downs 
 Town of Larrimah 
 Stuart Highway - 20km south of Katherine to Dunmarra on Stuart Highway 
 Bulman Airport 
 Town Of Borroloola 
 Town of Manyallaluk – Eva Valley Road via Central Arnhem Road 
 Town of Jilkminggan 
 Town of Bulman 
 Town of Borroloola – to address the short falls with the roll out of 4G services which 

are inadequate 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
Nil. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
There are no attachments for this report. 
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COUNCIL SERVICES & INFRASTRUCTURE 
DIRECTORATE REPORT 

ITEM NUMBER 16.4 
TITLE Application to Introduce Genetically 

Modified Organisms Cotton to the Growing Areas of the NT 
REFERENCE 641544 

AUTHOR Sharon Hillen, Director of Council Services and Infrastructure          
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
(a) That Council seek feedback from its constituency to develop a submission to 

the Office of Gene Technology Regulator for the application DIR 143 from Bayer 
CropScience Pty Ltd:  for the Commercial release of cotton genetically modified 
for insect resistance and herbicide tolerance (GlyTol® and GlyTol TwinLink 
Plus®) 

 
 
 
BACKGROUND 

The Office of the Gene Technology Regulator (OGTR) received a license application for 
Genetically Modified Organisms(GMOs) to be released into areas, specifically for the 
agricultural industry.  THE OGTR has recently received an application DIR 143 from Bayer 
CropScience Pty Ltd:  for the Commercial release of cotton genetically modified for insect 
resistance and herbicide tolerance (GlyTol® and GlyTol TwinLink Plus®). 
The licence application (DIR 143) from Bayer CropScience Pty Ltd (Bayer) is for the 
commercial cultivation of genetically modified (GM) cotton. The Gene Technology Act 2000 
(the Act) sets out the process that the OGTR must follow in evaluating application of this 
nature. The OGTR is seeking advice on matters relevant to the preparation of a Risk 
Assessment and Risk Management Plan (RARMP) from a broad range of experts, agencies 
and authorities, including all local councils in Australia.  
The OGTR notes that Councils do not usually have specialist scientific advice available to 
them, however the purpose in consulting Council is to make Council and its residents aware 
of the application and to seek comment from people who are familiar with the areas where 
the proposed release could take place. 

The Application 

Licence application DIR 143 is for commercial release of two types of GM cotton: GlyTol® 
cotton and GlyTol TwinLink Plus® cotton. GlyTol® cotton contains an introduced gene that 
confers tolerance to the herbicide glyphosate. GlyTol TwinLink Plus® cotton contains three 
introduced genes that confer insect resistance, one gene that confers tolerance to the 
herbicide glufosinate and one gene that confers glyphosate tolerance. 
Bayer is seeking approval to commercially grow the GM cotton in all cotton growing areas of 
Australia. The GM cotton and their products would enter general commerce, including use in 
human food and animal feed.  
A summary of the application is attached along with a set of ‘Questions and Answers’ that 
provide an overview of the application and an outline of the assessment process. A copy of 
the application is available from the OGTR upon request. 
Consultation process for this DIR application 

As this application is for commercial purposes, the Act specifies two rounds of consultation. 
Before a RARMP is prepared in accordance with the Act, the OGTR is required to seek 
advice from prescribed experts, agencies and authorities. This first round of consultation 
must include the Gene Technology Technical Advisory Committee, State and Territory 
Governments, prescribed Australian Government agencies, any local council that I consider 
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appropriate (which in this case I consider to be all local councils in Australia) and the 
Environment Minister. 
The Notification of Application, Summary of Application and Questions and Answers can be 
found on the OGTR website and to those people and organisations that have registered on 
the OGTR mailing list.  
The second round of consultation, required by the Act, will occur after a consultation version 
of the RARMP has been prepared. The OGTR must seek advice on the RARMP from the 
same prescribed experts, agencies and authorities consulted initially. In addition, the OGTR 
must seek public comment on the RARMP. 

Timeframe for comments  

In order to comply with the legislative timeframe for this application, the OGTR requires 
Councils advice on matters related to risks to human health and safety and the environment 
by 22 April 2016. 
Council would be given further opportunity to comment on the RARMP once it has been 
prepared. 
 
ISSUES/OPTIONS/SWOT 
 
Council members are encouraged to distribute the information and forward any concerns 
they or their constituents have with regard to this application to provide a submission to the 
OGTR. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
NIL 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1  DIR 143_A Application summary (D16-1148).docx
2  DIR 143_G QAs (D16-115364).docx 
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26 February 2016 

Summary of Licence Application DIR 143 

Introduction 
An application has been made under the Gene Technology Act 2000 (the Act) for Dealings 
involving the Intentional Release (DIR) of genetically modified organisms (GMOs) into the 
Australian environment. 

Application number: DIR 143 

Applicant: Bayer CropScience Pty Ltd 

Project Title: Commercial release of cotton genetically modified for insect resistance  and 
herbicide tolerance (GlyTol® and GlyTol TwinLink Plus®)1 

Parent organism: Cotton (Gossypium hirsutum L.) 

Introduced gene and 
modified trait:  

Three insect resistance genes  
 Cry1Ab gene from Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt) 
 Cry2Ae gene from Bt 
 Vip3Aa19 gene from Bt 

Two herbicide tolerance genes 
 bar gene from Streptomyces hygroscopicus for glufosinate tolerance 
 2mepsps gene from Zea mays (maize) for glyphosate tolerance 
One selectable marker gene 
 aph4 from Escherichia coli for resistance to hygromycin B 

Proposed release dates: Ongoing from date of approval 

Proposed locations: Australia-wide 

The proposed dealings 
Bayer CropScience Pty Ltd (Bayer) proposes a commercial release of two types of genetically 
modified (GM) cotton. The first type, GlyTol® (also known as GHB614) cotton, contains an 
introduced gene that confers tolerance to the herbicide glyphosate. The second type, GlyTol 
TwinLink Plus® cotton, contains three genes that confer insect resistance, one gene that confers 
tolerance to the herbicide glufosinate and one gene for glyphosate tolerance. GlyTol TwinLink 
Plus® cotton was produced by conventional breeding between four GM parental cottons.  

The aim of the proposal is to introduce the GM cottons into the Australian cropping system. 
Initially, demonstration trials will be conducted at selected sites to introduce the GlyTol® cotton 
and GlyTol TwinLink Plus® cotton to Australian farmers, followed by full commercial release. 

If a licence is issued, the GM cottons and their derived products would enter general commerce, 
including use in human food and animal feed. Food Standards Australia New Zealand has 
assessed and approved food made from the parent GM cottons. These approvals include food 
made from any offspring produced through conventional breeding, and therefore no further 
approvals are required for the GlyTol TwinLink Plus® cotton.  

Parent organism 
The parent organism is cotton (Gossypium hirsutum L.), which is exotic to Australia and is grown 

                                                 
1 The title of the licence application submitted by Bayer is “Commercial release of GlyTol® cotton and 
GlyTol TwinLink Plus® cotton (Gossypium Hirsutum L.) for use in the Australian cropping system”. 



Attachment 1 DIR 143_A Application summary (D16-1148).docx
 

 

Attachment 1 Page 206
 

as an agricultural crop in New South Wales and southern and central Queensland, and on a trial 
basis in northern Queensland, northern Western Australia and the Northern Territory. More than 
99% of the Australian cotton crop is genetically modified for the traits of insect resistance, 
herbicide tolerance or both.  

The genetic modifications and their effect 
GlyTol® cotton contains an introduced 2mepsps gene derived from maize. This gene confers 
tolerance to the herbicide glyphosate. 

GlyTol TwinLink Plus® cotton contains introduced cry1Ab, cry2Ae, vip3Aa19, 2mepsps and bar 
genes. The cry1Ab, cry2Ae and vip3Aa19 genes are derived from the common soil bacterium 
Bacillus thuringiensis. These genes encode insecticidal proteins intended to control insect pests. 
The purpose of combining three different insecticidal genes is to reduce the chance of insects 
developing resistance to any of the encoded protein toxins. This GM cotton also contains 2 genes 
for herbicide tolerance; the 2mepsps gene from maize, which confers glyphosate tolerance and 
the bar gene which is derived from the bacterium Streptomyces hygroscopicus and confers 
tolerance to the herbicide glufosinate.   

GlyTol TwinLink Plus® cotton also contains the antibiotic resistance gene aph4 derived from the 
common gut bacterium Escherichia coli. This gene was used as a marker during plant 
transformation to select for genetically modified plant cells. 

Method of genetic modification 
GlyTol® cotton and the parental GM cottons for GlyTol TwinLink Plus® cotton were generated 
using Agrobacterim tumefaciens-mediated transformation. This transformation method has been 
widely used in Australia and overseas for introducing genes into plants. More detailed 
information on methods of genetic modification can be found in the document Methods of plant 
genetic modification available from the Risk Assessment References page on the OGTR website.  

Previous releases of the same or similar GMOs 
GlyTol® cotton and GlyTol TwinLink Plus® cotton have been approved for field trials under 
licences DIR 113 and DIR 133, respectively. 

Field trials have also been approved for the parental cottons under the following licences: 

 TwinLink®: DIR 087, DIR 113 

 COT 102 (also known as VIP3A): DIR 017/2002, DIR 025/2002, DIR 034/2003, 
DIR 036/2003, DIR 058/2005, DIR 113  

COT102 cotton is also approved for commercial release throughout Australia under licence 
DIR 124. 

There have been no credible reports of adverse effects on human health and safety or the 
environment resulting from any of these releases. 

Assessment and consultation process for this DIR application 
The Act and the Gene Technology Regulations 2001 set out requirements for considering licence 
applications, including matters that the Regulator must take into account before deciding whether 
or not to issue a licence. 

Since this application is for commercial purposes, the Regulator is required to seek advice from 
prescribed experts, agencies and authorities on matters relevant to the preparation of a Risk 
Assessment and Risk Management Plan (RARMP), in accordance with section 50 of the Act. 
This first round of consultation must include the Gene Technology Technical Advisory 
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Committee, State and Territory Governments, Australian Government agencies, any local council 
that the Regulator considers appropriate and the Environment Minister. 

While the Regulator is not required to seek public comment at this stage, copies of the application 
are available on request from the OGTR. Please quote application number DIR 143. 

In a second round of consultation, the Regulator will seek comment on the consultation RARMP 
from the public as well as prescribed experts, agencies and authorities. The RARMP will then be 
finalised, taking into account matters raised relating to risks to human health and safety and the 
environment, and will inform the Regulator’s decision whether or not to issue a licence. 

At this stage, the RARMP is expected to be released for comment in August 2016. The public 
will be invited to provide submissions on the RARMP via advertisements in the media and direct 
mail to anyone registered on the OGTR mailing list. The RARMP and other related documents 
will be available on the OGTR website or from the OGTR. 

More information on Australia’s national scheme for regulation of gene technology and the 
assessment process can be found at the OGTR website. 

If you have any questions about the application or the assessment process, or wish to register on 
the mailing list, please contact the OGTR at: 

The Office of the Gene Technology Regulator, MDP 54 GPO Box 9848 Canberra ACT 2601 

Telephone: 1800 181 030 Facsimile: 02 6271 4202 Email: ogtr@health.gov.au 

OGTR website  www.ogtr.gov.au 
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Questions & Answers on licence application DIR 143 – 
commercial release of genetically modified cotton 

What is this application for? 
Bayer CropScience Pty Ltd (Bayer) is seeking approval for commercial cultivation of two 
types of genetically modified (GM) cotton. The first type, GlyTol® cotton, has been modified 
for herbicide tolerance. The second type, GlyTol TwinLink Plus® cotton, has been modified 
for both insect resistance and dual herbicide tolerance. 

How has the GM cotton been modified? 
GlyTol® cotton contains an introduced gene derived from maize, which confers tolerance to 
the herbicide glyphosate. GlyTol TwinLink Plus® cotton contains the same maize gene, as 
well as four other introduced genes. Three of the genes are derived from a common soil 
bacterium and confer toxicity to certain pest insects. The fourth gene is derived from another 
common soil bacterium and confers tolerance to the herbicide glufosinate. 
GlyTol TwinLink Plus® cotton also contains an antibiotic resistance gene from a gut 
bacterium as a selectable marker. 

GlyTol TwinLink Plus® cotton was produced by conventional breeding between four parental 
GM cottons. Three of the parental cottons have been approved for field trials and the fourth 
has been approved for commercial production in Australia. 

What is the purpose of the release? 
The purpose of the proposed release is to allow commercial production of these types of GM 
cotton in all cotton growing areas of Australia. The GM cottons and their products would 
enter general commerce, including use in human food and animal feed. 

The introduced insecticidal genes in the GM cotton are intended to control insect pests of 
cotton crops. Combining three different insecticidal genes is expected to reduce the chance of 
insect pests developing resistance to the insecticidal proteins. 

The introduction of two herbicide tolerance genes would enable farmers to use glyphosate or 
glufosinate herbicides as options for weed control when growing GM cotton crops. 

What is the process for considering this application? 
The licence application will be subject to comprehensive, science-based risk analysis. The 
process includes two rounds of stakeholder consultation. In the first round, the Regulator will 
seek advice from prescribed experts, agencies and authorities prior to preparing a draft Risk 
Assessment and Risk Management Plan (RARMP). The RARMP focuses on identifying risks 
to people and to the environment that may be posed by the commercial release. Following 
public release of the draft RARMP, submissions will again be sought from stakeholders, this 
time including the public. The RARMP will then be finalised taking into account submissions 
received, and inform the Regulator’s decision whether or not to issue a licence. 

Are other regulatory approvals required? 

Food Standards Australia New Zealand (FSANZ) is responsible for food safety. FSANZ has 
approved the use of food derived from each of the parent GM cottons. These approvals also 
cover the GM cottons proposed for release. 

The Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority (APVMA) has regulatory 
responsibility for agricultural chemicals, including herbicides and insecticidal products, in 
Australia. The GM cottons meet the definition of an agricultural chemical product due to their 
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insecticidal properties and are therefore subject to regulation by the APVMA. Application of 
herbicide to the GM cottons is also subject to approval by the APVMA. 

How can I comment on this application? 
The comprehensive RARMP for this application is expected to be released for public 
comment in August 2016. Its release will be advertised in newspapers, and it will be available 
on the OGTR website along with a range of supporting information. While comment is not 
being sought from the public at this stage, you can obtain a copy of the full application by 
contacting the OGTR. Please quote the application number DIR 143. A summary of the 
application is available on the OGTR website (under ‘What’s New’) or by contacting the 
OGTR. 
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COUNCIL SERVICES & INFRASTRUCTURE 
DIRECTORATE REPORT 

ITEM NUMBER 16.5 
TITLE Second Quarter Report - Directorate 

Council Services and Infrastructure. 
REFERENCE 641543 

AUTHOR Sharon Hillen, Director of Council Services and Infrastructure          
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
(a) That Council receive and note the Council Services and Infrastructure 

Directorate Report for the Second Quarter Report of 2015/16 Financial Year.  
 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
The Directorate of Council Services and Infrastructure includes the following Business units: 

 Council  Core Services General – All Towns 
 Animal Management 
 Project Management 
 Roads and Council Infrastructure 

 
This report outlines the activities of the Directorate of Council Services and Infrastructure for 
periods 4-8 of the 15/16 
 
DCSI Movements 
 
January 
Acting CEO from the 21st December 2015 to 8th January 2016 
4th - Region 2 Emergency Committee Meeting 
8th - Fortnightly CSM Teleconference 
12th - Weekly Chardon Street Development Committee Meetings 
15th – Directors Forum 
20th – Tender Panel for Numbulwar and Ngukurr Consultancies 
21st– 16th Feb – Carers and Annual Leave 
 
 
February 
16th – Return to Work handover with Garry Richards who acted in my position 
24th – Finance Committee Meeting 
26th – Fortnightly Teleconference with CSM’s 
26th  – Borroloola CSM Budget meeting with Finance 
29th  – Numbulwar CSM Budget Meeting with Finance 
 
 
March 
1st – Beswick CSM Budget Meeting with Finance 
2nd – Ngukurr CSM Budget Meeting with Finance 
3rd – Barunga and Manyallaluk CSM Budget Meeting with Finance 
4th – Bulman CSM Budget Meeting with Finance 
7th – Jilkminggan CSM Budget Meeting with Finance 
8th – Mataranka CSM Budget Meeting with Finance 
8th – Met with Tonkin staff to de-brief on community visits for Roads and Stormwater Drain 
Audit 
9th – Conducted CSM Numbulwar interviews 
10-11th – Attended ETIRG in Darwin 
15th – Teleconference with UNOs – Consultant for Numbulwar Landfill Project 
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15th – Budget Meeting with Finance 
17th – Met with Community Champion Exec Officer Darryl Ryder 
18th – CSM Fortnightly Teleconference 
18th - Met with Nick and Rose of Dept LG re SPG applications 
 
Staff Updates  
 
Municipal Team: 
 
Barunga 
Rex AhOne is currently acting CSM and now spreading himself over to Manyallaluk with 
coordination support from Helen Hawkins and Michael Soler 
 
Beswick 
ALL OK 
 
Borroloola 
Nathan McIvor has had a medical emergency and we are currently seeking long term relief 
to this position 
 
Bulman 
Nyrelle Johnson, CSM, is on rec leave until the 29th of March after Easter. David Goldsmith 
is being given a professional development opportunity and acting in her position 
 
Jilkminggan 
ALL OK 
 
Manyallaluk 
Anne-Maree Low resigned on Friday 11th of March 
Ben Ulumari was appointed to Municipal Supervisor Manyallaluk 
 
Mataranka 
All OK 
 
Ngukurr 
All OK 
 
Numbulwar 
Roger retires on the 8th of April and the recruitment process is still open  
SASO position is currently vacant due to resignation of May Brazil 
 
 
Project Management Team: 

 Matt Roulston, Infrastructure and Project Coordinator resigned  
 Garry Richards has been recruited to this position 
 Hilary Sinfield is currently acting Grants Coordinator 
 Cath Dunn has been engaged on a short term contract in Hilary’s position until Hilary 

returns to her position 
 
 
Council Services General – Highlights 
 
Regional Highlights 

 Commenced consultancy with Tonkin to carry out a roads and stormwater drains 
audit for all towns and various design and scoping projects for roads including: 
Manyallaluk Stormwater Drainage Plan for whole town  
Barunga-  Design, scope and costings for the Cemetery Culvert 
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Barunga - Design, scope and costings for the houses on the south east 
corner 

Barunga - Design, scope and costings for the heavy vehicle and off road car 
parking at the new Barunga Store 

Beswick - Design, scope and costings for the Central Arnhem Highway 
intersection 

Borroloola – Heavy Vehicle Access 
Borroloola  - Searcy Street Drain Upgrade 
Borroloola – Information Bay design, scope and costings 

 Central Arnhem Municipal staff from Beswick, Barunga and Manyallaluk, went on a 
town tour to Mataranka to check out service delivery levels in another town. Part of 
the capacity building program for Municipal staff. 

 Consultancies for feasibility Studies for the Numbulwar Combined Business Centre 
and Ngukurr Multi-Purpose Centre engaged with start up tee-conferences held. 
Consultant SGL intends to arrive 4-8th of April. 

 Clean Up Australia Day events held in most towns with great success 
 
Barunga 

 Installed bollards through open space areas 
 Removed old basketball court 
 Commenced ceiling and internal paint project of Council Office 
 Staff assisting Manyallaluk with long grass maintenance and general services 

 
Beswick 

 AAPA Certificate Received for the Beswick Heritage Trail 
 Pig Complaints dealt with 

 
Borroloola 

 Soft Ball Oval development commenced with Cairns appointed to carry out works 
 Clean Up Australia Day Event a huge success 41 people turned up for the day to 

help out. 20 people from Borroloola community and 21 volunteers from McArthur 
River Mine got involved in the National Event. Over 140 bags of rubbish were picked 
up around Borroloola yesterday, most of the bags were 240litre bags, which equates 
to approx. 180 bags of normal 75litre bags. Areas targeted were Robinson Road from 
Council into the CBD, the Subdivision, Garawa Street, and Searcy Street all the way 
to the cemetery and Family Tree over the river at Garawa Camp.  

 
Bulman/Weemol 

 Bollards put around parks to reduce vehicle traffic on informal tracks 
 Bulman LA – well managed and attended meeting 

 
Jilkminggan 

 Horse issues continue to be a problem with owners taking no responsibility for the 
Animal Welfare issues being created by these animals being at large. 

 Clean Up Australia Day Event - On the actual day we didn’t have a turn out of people 
as I believe there was sorry business going on. But our Municipal team leading up to 
the day and soon after managed to move dumped cars, cleaned up our swimming 
areas of bottles and cans, found drinking areas in the bush and cleaned them out, 
cleaned entrance road of all cans and litter right up to the main road, installed bush 
bins made of barrels in worst affected area to encourage people to not to litter, had a 
team of CDP go round to properties to help tidy gardens and assist with 
maintenance. 
 

Mataranka 
  Skate Park concrete slab commenced 

 
Manyallaluk 
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 Maintenance Grade of access road completed 
 
Ngukurr 

 Increased vandalism and damage to public facilities 
 Clean Up Australia Day Event - Had 8 volunteers attending and 4 bags of rubbish 

collected each 
 

Numbulwar 
 Media Room upgrade completed 
 Office Upgrade Project Planning near completion 
 Old Cemetery Fencing Project  completed 
 Airport Road Project put to Tender (Downer EDI) and project commenced 
 Clean Up Australia Day Event - 16 volunteers collected over 30 bags of rubbish, 

around the CBD, foreshore, Clinic, main road to the Barge landing, Barge landing 
area and a number of streets. The Clinic donated garbage bags and gloves.  
Finished off with an enjoyable BBQ. Thanks to RGRC staff, CDP, School, the GEC 
and RSAS. 

 
Animal Management 
 
 

 Veterinary visits conducted in Jilkminggan, Jodetluk, Werenbun Manyallaluk, 
Mataranka, Mulggan, Beswick, Ngukurr, Urapunga, Borroloola, Barunga and 
Numbulwar over the quarter allowing for the treatment of approximately 80% of dogs 
and cats and the occasional pig, rabbit, buffalo and wallaby. 
 
Barunga - 22, 23 and 24th Feb in Barunga with the vets - treated 60 dogs, 6 

cats and 2 rabbits; spayed 4 dogs and two cats and castrated 4 dogs. A few 
dogs were missed but these are the ones we usually don’t get anyway. If they 
continue to be elusive, I feel they will succumb to disease in the near future 
as the ticks are very bad out there at present  

Beswick. - treated 145 dogs and 13 cats; spayed 7 females and castrated one 
male.  
- darted and euthanised 2 large boars, one sow and 2 juveniles. There are 
still 3 small pigs and one large sow in the community but they seem to be 
staying in yards at this stage. - a number of dogs had missed treatment due 
to intense fighting in the community in the first part of the week which meant 
people were not home or elsewhere when staff and vets turned up.  

Bulman - 8, 9, 10 and 11th March in Bulman with the vets - treated 102 dogs, 
15 cats and 1 horse; completed 6 surgeries. Territory housing was in the area 
renovating houses and there was a lot of dog and cat displacement. This 
made it difficult to track down animals but given that restriction, many were 
found with help from local residents. Ticks are very prevalent at present. 

 Jilkminggan - 14th and 15th March for the hydro-bathing. The community 
was happy to assist with the washing with 50 dogs washed over the two days. 
2 dogs were sedated and euthanised from Lot 19 as per request from owner. 
One dog was old and one was suffering from a major systemic infection. 
Animal Management Coordinator visited Jilkminggan 7th March following an 
animal welfare investigation raised by CSM. 

Numbulwar Vet Visits from the 17th Jan to the 21st Jan.  
Ngukurr/Urapunga  Vet Visits due in from the 11th Jan – 16th Jan and treated 

240 animals, spayed 6 females and castrated 6 males, and 30 animals were 
treated with MPA (contraception). Only 1 dog needed to be euthanasiad. The 
animals general health is quite good and the number per household is 
relatively low on average 
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 Pre-vet visits have occurred before each vet visit to gather information on animal 
numbers and to book in surgery and treatments. 

 
  In general, the dogs in our communities are looking very good with improvements in 

parasite burdens, de-sexing programs and the amount of pups being born.  
 

 The program is well received in the communities, however, one main issue is the 
ability to catch and restrain all of the animals. With animals running away and owners 
being absent when we visit, we are not able to cover all animals.  

 
 The birth control program is also successful with most residents taking the 

opportunity offered for surgery or chemical contraception. This has made a big 
difference to the number of new- born. There are still pups being bought in from 
outside locations, however, pups are extremely susceptible to the disease “Parvo” 
and unless fully vaccinated, a large number of these pups are dying from that 
disease.  

 
 The average body condition of animals in communities is 3 out of 5 (3 is the ideal), 

which indicates that community animals are generally in good health.  
 

 Hydro-bathing services in most communities has occurred over this period. All 
Communities will be covered before the end of the year. The communities are very 
helpful with this program and owners are co-operating to catch their animals and 
assist. The dogs and cats look very clean and fluffy after the bath.  I am trying to 
timetable the hydro-bath service to be half way between vet visits which will 
maximize animal health.  

 
 With the pre vet visits, the vet visits and the hydro-bathing program, visits are 

occurring in each community at least 3 times a quarter. Each visit allows the 
opportunity to assess the condition of the animals, treat any injured or sick if required 
and to talk to residents on good pet care. 

 
 It is encouraging that many community members are seeking our assistance in 

providing the health care for their animals. They are seeing the benefits of the 
program on their pets and are actively perusing treatments.  

 
 The keeping of feral animals such as pigs and buffalo is ongoing. Residents are 

generally agreeable to removal of these animals once you explain the hazards 
associated with keeping them long term. 

 
Project Management  
 
Please find attached the register of current projects. 
 
 
ISSUES/OPTIONS/SWOT 
Nil. 
 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
 

At 29 February 2016

Activity 

July 
2015 

to Feb 
2016 

Year to Date Year to Date
Variance 

($) 

Annual 
Budget   

16GLACT  16GLBUD1  Annual 

Actual ($)  Budget ($)  16GLBUD1 
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    Budget ($) 

Activity 103- 
Council 
Services and 
Infrastructure  

Under 
Budget 

268,974.00 288,441.00 19,467.00 432,662   

Activity 113- 
Project 
Management  

Under 
Budget 

136,908.00 208,945.00 72,037.00 313,417 

Activity 381- 
Animal 
Control 

Under 
Budget 

217,271.00 220,149.00 2,878.00 330,223 

Activity 111- 
Council 
Services 
General  

Under 
Budget 

2,147,703.00 2,329,295.00 181,592.00 3,493,941 
 

Activity 160- 
Municipal 
Services  

Over 
Budget 

2,707,585.00 2,609,015.00 -98,570.00 3,913,521 

200 - Local 
Roads 
Maintenance 

Under 
Budget 

434,933.00 788,059.00 353,126.00 1,181,582 
 

500 - 
Swimming 
Pool  

Under 
Budget 

437,359.00 468,667.00 31,308.00 703,000 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1  Register of current projects - OCM.pdf 
2  Community Summary Report - RGRC - Dec 2015.pdf
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COUNCIL SERVICES & INFRASTRUCTURE 
DIRECTORATE REPORT 

ITEM NUMBER 16.6 
TITLE PA2016/0099 Admin Lot 141 Town site of 

Numbulwar – GEH For Clinic Staff 
REFERENCE 641626 

AUTHOR Sharon Hillen, Director of Council Services and Infrastructure          
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
(a) That Council provide comment to Planning Application PA2016/0099 Admin Lot 

141, Townsite of Numbulwar proposing the development of 2 x 2 bedroom 
multiple dwellings (supporting accommodation) in a single storey building. 

 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
From Time to Time Council is requested to provide comment on developments in areas 
where the NT Planning Scheme is in affect. Within the Regional Council Area Borroloola, 
Mataranka, Ngukurr and Numbulwar have planning scheme mechanisms in place namely 
Area and Zoning Plans. Council generally comments on: 
 

‐  Public Amenity 
‐  Road ingress and egress access 
‐  Off Road car parking 
‐  Storm Water drainage 
‐  Waste Management particularly the housing of wheelie bins for domestic use 

 
 
ISSUES/OPTIONS/SWOT 
On siting the attached documents Council may raise the following questions with the 
developer: 

‐  Section 6.5.1 – Waiver is requested for the number of car parking spaces as detailed 
below. Council is concerned that auxiliary car parking is unmarked or developed and 
that tenants will invariably gather boats, trailers and other vehicles un-managed on 
the site. The streets of Numbulwar are difficult to manage due to the NTG not 
providing formal parking on its properties. Whilst Council acknowledges that there is 
ample vacant land on the block it is concerning that it will be an unkept space with 
little order to auxiliary vehicles or items. 

‐  Section 7.4 – Building Setback and Fencing of Multiple Dwellings and Supporting 
Accommodation in Zoning MR – The Planning Scheme suggests that the dwelling 
must be at least 1.5meters from the boundary. In the plans supplied the Building 
(verandah) looks to be less than this distance. 

‐  The tenants of the dwellings will be required to take their wheelie bins to the street 
side of the property as will the clinic there does not seem to be a bay or fence to 
protect the bins from dogs or birds which cause extensive issues for Councils 
municipal team. Council staffs are instructed not to enter properties and residents are 
required to bring their bins to the road side for collection. 

 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
NIL 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1  03 Statement of Effect-Ancillary Housing.pdf
2  02 Drawings.pdf 
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COMMUNITY SERVICES DIRECTORATE REPORT 

ITEM NUMBER 17.1 
TITLE Report from the Acting Community Services 

Regional Manager 
REFERENCE 638922 

AUTHOR Marion Smith, Director Community Services         
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
(a) That Council receive and note the report on Community Services. 
 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
I would ask you all to review the information below and realise that Anything is possible and together 
with the support of Management and Staff we can Dare to make it possible. 
 

Community Services is building relationships, inspiring social changes, empowering people and 
ultimately challenging the status Quo. 
 

By shifting our focus to the future and reminding ourselves the people on our Communities are at the 
centre of what we do, we will be able to implement changes that will ultimately turn our services into 
the leaders of the industry.  Our Council will be seen as the creator of opportunities. 
 

The network of inspired individuals who work for Roper Gulf translate their passions into relevant 
social causes to change the lives in Communities. 
 
 
ISSUES/OPTIONS/SWOT 
 
The Table below shows the issues and the actions currently underway through our process of 
change.  By next meeting a three month programme will be submitted that will not only reflect the new 
structure but also the KPI’s all future reporting will be on. 
 
 

CRECHE 
Beswick, Manyallaluk, Jilkminggan 

Previous issues Continuous improvements implemented  
Overview of service: Report done on current status of the services provided by 

Roper Gulf Regional Council  
Quality Review: 
 

Documentation has been produced in order for centres to abide 
by the ‘Journey towards becoming an Approved Service’ 

Qualifications required:  
 
Diploma/ Cert 3 level educator 
qualification approved by the Australian 
Children’s Education & Care Quality 
Authority (ACECQA) for working with 
children. 
 
Educator to hold Diploma or 
higher, all other educators to hold 
a Certificate 3 (or actively working 
towards), First Aid, Anaphylaxis 
management training and 
Emergency asthma management 
training. 

12.03.16 Staff attended first aid training in Katherine designed 
for Creche 
 
14.03.16 we employed an Educator at Jilkminggan who holds 
these relevant qualifications. 
 
One Educator employed (ongoing) at Beswick who holds 
relevant qualifications.  Two staff members still in process of 
completing Cert 3 level educator training. 
 
Two Katherine and one Manyallaluk-based staff completed Cert 
3 level educator qualifications in Dec 2015 to support 
community centres. 

Training:  $62,568 spent in 2015 on Steiner Workshops 
Review of appropriate relevant expenditure   
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Reporting to funding body: 
Overdue reports from 2015 

Six outstanding reports completed and submitted 
New paperwork created to capture data  

Centrelink payments 
Families not paying for services 

Review of all payments made by families and an update of 
Centrelink forms 

Capture of data: New sign in books given to Creche’s for staff and clients 
Sharing of information: 
Previous lack of communication 
with other service providers 

Networking with other Councils 
Forged relationship with Sunrise staff and other service 
providers 

Purchase orders: 
 

Removed credit card from staff by Bob Brewster 
Open communication and Budget discussions 
Staff to take responsibility for variances in budgets 

Assets: Review of all assets being conducted in preparation for budget 
 
 

AGED CARE 
Beswick, Barunga, Bulman, Mataranka, Manyallaluk, Jilkminggan, Ngukurr, Numbulwar 

Previous issues Continuous improvements implemented  
Overview of service: Report done on current status of the services provided by 

Roper Gulf Regional Council  
Quality Review: 
 
 

Aged Care Review 12 April 2016 
Assessors will review services and they will be required to meet 
the Accreditation Standards : 
Assessors will use the  ‘Home Care self- assessment tool’ to 
establish service providers  / staff understanding of Aged Care  

Provision of care to the Aged: 
 
Are we meeting the new Consumer 
Directed Care requirements 

Discussions with Steve Hadley – Aged Care Complaints 
Commissioner  
New documentation to support individual care needs  
Discussion with Funding body  

Etools: Purchase of new data base Etools 
Employment of Penny Henderson to implement client files into 
new data base 

Qualifications required:  
 
Certificate in Aged Care, First Aid 

Folder established with all current qualification of staff – put 
together by our Age Care Mentor Mervyn Franey. 
Mervyn has also established Training needs of existing staff 

Reporting to funding body: 
 
Overdue reports from 2013, 2014, 
2015 
Currently service is not meeting its 
requirements to satisfy funding 
authority reporting requirements  

There was a total 12 reports completed and submitted dating 
back from 2013 
New paperwork created to capture data  
 
February / March 2016 meeting with Funding body to establish 
relationship and support  
 

Centrelink payments: 
Families not paying for services 

Review of all payments made by families and an update of 
Centrelink forms 

Capture of data: New sign in books given to Aged Care staff and Care plans for 
clients 

Aged Care Portal: Access is being sought to gain access to portal 
Sharing of information: 
 
Previous lack of communication 
with other service providers 

Fostering of relationships with like-minded organisations being 
developed : Networking with other Councils, Body Fit, Office of 
Disabilities, ACAT assessor, Golden Glow, ARRCS, Sunrise and 
other service providers 

Purchase orders: 
 

Removal of credit cards from staff except Managers and 
Directors.  This means the purchase order system has 
transparency for funders to track expenditure. 
Open communication and Budget discussions 
Staff to take responsibility for variances in budgets 
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Review of staff preparing food and outsource to shop in 
community  

Documents: WH&S audits being completed 
Policies currently being established  
Procedures manual being reviewed 

Assets: Review of all assets being conducted in preparation for budget 
 

SPORT AND RECREATION 
Beswick, Barunga, Borroloola, Bulman, Mataranka, Manyallaluk, Jilkminggan, Ngukurr, Numbulwar 

Previous issues Continuous improvements implemented  
Overview of service: Review of the services provided by Roper Gulf Regional Council  
Provision of care to participants : 
  

Development of new documentation to capture data of 
participants to satisfy funding body   

Qualifications required:  
 
Cert 2/3 Sport and Recreation 
  
Specifically for Outside School Hours 
Care Services (OSHC): 
Certificate 3 level qualification 
approved by the Australian Children’s 
Education & Care Quality Authority 
(ACECQA) for working with children 
over preschool age. 

Folder established with all current qualification of staff – put 
together by our Age Care Mentor Mervyn Franey. 
Mervyn has also established Training needs of existing staff. 
 
3 staff members (Jilk, Nguk, HQ) completed Cert 3 level 
educator training in Dec 2015 for the OSHC services. 

Reporting to funding body: 
 
Overdue reports from 2015 
 
Currently service is not meeting its 
requirements to satisfy funding 
authority reporting requirements  

Reports currently being completed  
 
Establishing new paperwork to adequately capture data and 
satisfy funding body  
Review of current monthly staff reports  
  

Sharing of information: 
 
Previous lack of communication  

Fostering of relationships with like-minded organisations being 
developed    
Open communication with staff and Budget discussions 
Staff to take responsibility for variances in budgets 

Purchase orders: Review in progress of tracking purchased items to funding 
grants 

Documents: WH&S audits to be completed 
Procedures manual  to be reviewed 

Assets: Review of all assets being conducted in preparation for budget 
Container at Victoria highway being reviewed  

 
CENTRELINK /  MEDIA / LIBRARY  

Beswick, Barunga, Borroloola, Bulman, Mataranka, Manyallaluk, Jilkminggan, Ngukurr, Numbulwar 
Opportunity presents itself with these three services for improvement  
Gaps in service provision  
Currently not meeting funding body requirements – reports overdue from 2015 
Development of new documentation to capture data to satisfy funding body   
Supervision and mentoring currently being established  
 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
NIL 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
There are no attachments for this report.  
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CONTRACTS & TECHNICAL SERVICES DIRECTORATE 
REPORT 

ITEM NUMBER 18.1 
TITLE Contract Updates 
REFERENCE 635774 

AUTHOR Karen  Perner, Contracts Coordinator         
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
(a) That Council receive and note the report in relation to the Contracts and 

Technical Services 2nd Quarter Performance and Activities Report. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
The Contracts and Technical Services Directorate of Roper Gulf Regional Council was set 
up to manage the commercially-focused contracts and activities for the region, and to 
promote Indigenous employment and economic development in Roper Gulf communities. 
The Directorate’s contracts and programs are currently: 
 

• Territory Housing Repairs and Maintenance 
• Territory Housing Tenancy Management 
• Power and Water Maintenance and Essential Services 
• Airstrip Maintenance 
• NT Government Road Verge Maintenance and Litter Collection 
• Australia Post contracts 
 
Below is a report including Key Performance Indicators on primary activities and 
performance of the directorate for the second quarter (October to December) in the 2015/16 
financial year and other recent activities. 
 
ISSUES/OPTIONS/SWOT 
 

Territory Housing 
 
Contract Description Update 
Repairs & Maintenance 
Contract 

Minor repairs & 
maintenance works on 
remote communities 
including Government 
employee housing 

Employment of local Indigenous 
staff has been achieved 
Beswick       Aaron Kelly 
Bulman        Nathaniel Miller 
Ngukurr       Bruce Cameron 
                    Ronnie Lansen 
Numbulwar  Nigel Wilfred 
              Malcolm Murrungun 
 
2 x non Indigenous positions as 
Builder Trainers are in place at 
Katherine and Ngukurr. 
 
Katherine       Paul Sullivan  
Ngukurr         John Gray 

Tenancy Management Tenancy Management 
services on remote 
communities 

Employment of local Indigenous 
staff has been achieved 
Barunga        Patricia Lee 
                      Caitlin Friday 
Bulman         Nathaniel Miller 
Ngukurr      Margaret George 
Numbulwar   Jessma Saylor 
Jilkminggan   Kirsten Daniels 



Ordinary Meeting of Council 30 March 2016 

- 252 - 

 
 
Australia Post 

 Operating income for financial year is tracking well and a contract review is being 
undertaken based on delivery points which will increase income further; 

 Delivery to Beswick, Barunga and Manyallaluk communities continues to be 
undertaken by Council staff, however contract review will make this more sustainable 
and become ordinary business; 

 Negotiations are slow but are underway with Australia Post for a new pricing 
schedule that allows for a pickup of the mail at the Katherine Post Office and deliver 
to our communities.  The current contract provides funding only for the distribution of 
the mail once it is in the community. 

 RGRC have provided in-depth information to Australia Post on the number of 
distribution points on each community to update their data as it has not been revised 
since 2011.   Their data does not allow for Territory Housing dwellings where there 
are a number of families living in each house – Australia Post counts each house as 
1 distribution point where it should be based on number of families.    We are waiting 
on Australia Post to respond  

 
Power & Water 

 Power and Water Services continue to be delivered in Jilkminggan and Manyalluluk 
 Operating well and performing to budget 
 Staffing issues at both locations have settled down with support from municipal 

operations, creating greater reliability of services 
 Safety Audit undertaken in April indicating good safety measures, some further work 

required on hearing safety and risk management planning specifically for ESOs; 
 
Airstrip Maintenance 

 RGRC has a contract with Department of Infrastructure to carry out inspections and 
regular maintenance on airstrips located at Barunga, Manyalluluk, Bulman, Ngukurr, 
Numbulwar, and Urapunga.   ie  slashing, weed control, maintenance of airstrip 
furniture 

 The current contract expired in January 2015 but we have been given extensions 
until the new Tender was finalised.    This was released in November 2015 and a 
response lodged by RGRC in December 2015 – this was a select tender and only 
released to RGRC to provide a response.    We are waiting on the final outcome of 
the tender assessment and our new schedule of rates 

 Ngukurr and Numbulwar Airstrips are Registered Airstrips so the Aerodrome 
Reporting Officers inspecting the airstrips need to have fully trained to meet the 
reporting criteria.   Department of Transport funded a training session for staff at 
Ngukurr and Numbulwar in December 2015 

 RGRC has a contract with Department of Infrastructure, Tennant Creek to provide 
the same service at Borroloola Airstrip.    This contract expired in March 2015 and we 
have given extensions until the new Tender was finalised 

 
NT Government Road Verge Maintenance and Litter Collection 

 Litter collection at Mataranka town and surrounds 
 Litter collection at intersection of Central Highway and Stuart Highway  
 Litter collection at Larrimah and Daly Waters 
 Slashing at Mataranka, Mataranka surrounds, Larrimah, Daly Waters 
 The current contract expired in January 2015 but we have been given extensions 

until the new Tender was finalised.    This was released in November 2015 and a 
response lodged by RGRC in December 2015 – this was a select tender and only 
released to RGRC to provide a response.    We are waiting on the final outcome of 
the tender assessment and our new schedule of rates 
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FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
Nil 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
There are no attachments for this report. 
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CONTRACTS & TECHNICAL SERVICES DIRECTORATE 
REPORT 

ITEM NUMBER 18.2 
TITLE ASSETS REPORT FOR THE PERIOD 

OCTOBER 2015 TO DECEMBER 2015 
REFERENCE 638921 

AUTHOR Virginya Boon, Asset Manager         
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
(a) That Council receive and note the report on Assets Management for the period 

October 2015 to December 2015. 
 

(b) That Council approve the items listed for disposal. 
 

 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
Assets Program 
The Assets Management program manages the following functions: 
 

 Fleet Management 
 Buildings     
 Plant and Machinery  
 Property Management (VOQ and Staff Housing and RGRC Program and External 

leasing)  
 Roads infrastructure 
 Councils Building and Fleet insurance claims 

 
The team consists of three employees: 

1. Assets Manager – Virginya Boon 
2. Assets Contracts and Projects Officer (Assets Admin) – Ansuya Sobha 
3. Contracts and Projects Officer (Assets Maintenance/VOQ) – David Goldsmith 

(David joined our team in the Workshop Office in February 2016) 
 
Insurance Claims 
Buildings 
Ngukurr has experienced damage to the Aged Care facility in November/December which 
resulted in unnecessary stress to not only the aged care clients by being unable to use the 
facility in the heat of the day but also to staff working in this facility in unbearable conditions 
with three air conditioners being put out of use by local children throwing rocks at the 
external systems mounted on the roof of the building. With repairs to the damage having 
cost in excess of $20,000 an insurance claim is currently being actioned. So far no other 
claims are registered for the 15/16 period. 
 
Fleet 
There were twenty-one vehicle insurance claims for the 14/15 period and we are already half 
way through the 15/16 period and have less than half these claims (only 6) so far this 
financial year. Hopefully this trend will continue and staff will continue to drive council 
vehicles with due diligence. 
Please see attachment “A” for a report on the claims for the 2015/2015 financial year. 
 
ASSETS REPORT - FLEET 
Please see attachment “B” for a report on all fleet expenses from July 2015 to December 
2015.  
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Indigenous Business Australia (IBA) Lease Vehicles 
There are currently twenty-two Iease vehicles on our assets register. Nine of these vehicles 
have been flagged to be returned to IBA. After speaking with IBA they have placed the nine 
vehicles as follows: 

 4x 2WD Hiluxes to Julalikari in Tennant Creek 
 2x HiAce Buses to Julalikari in Tennant Creek 
 1x HiAce Bus to be sold to Katherine Toyota 
 2x 4WD Toyota Landcruiser Utility to be sold to Katherine Toyota 

Please see attachment “C” for a report on the costings of these fleet items. The items in bold 
text on the report are the nine vehicles that have been flagged to return to IBA.  
 
Vehicle Monitoring System 
In October assets coordinated the installation of the Vehicle Monitoring Systems. Please see 
table below for an overview of how many vehicles have been installed and what the ongoing 
cost is to council. 
 

Navman Vehicle Monitoring Systems 

Vehicles Fitted  Telstra Charges  Navman Charges 

Annual  
Totals 

Qube 
& 

H/Bird 
Satellite 
Coms  P/V/Month  P/Month  Annual  P/Month  P/V/Month  Annual 

53  42   $      87.49  
 
$4,636.97  $55,643.64   $  29.95    $ 1,257.90  

 
$15,094.80    $70,738.44  

32      $      32.49  
 
$1,039.68  $12,476.16            $12,476.16  

1      $    131.49    $   131.49   $ 1,577.88             $   1,577.88 

Totals  86  42    
 
$5,808.14  $69,697.68      $ 1,257.90  

 
$15,094.80    $84,792.48  

 
Fleet Purchases – 2015/2016 Financial Year 
Please see attachment “D” for a report on the progress of the capital purchases for fleet for 
the 2015/2016 FY. 
 
ASSETS REPORT – BUILDINGS 
Maintenance and capital projects continues to take place on council buildings in various 
communities as per the budgeted capital expenditure for the 2015/2016 period. 
Please see attachment “E” for an overview of the expenditure for all building assets for the 
period July 15 to Dec 15. 
 
VOQ Accommodation 
RGRC currently has Visiting Officer’s Quarters (VOQ) accommodation in four of its nine 
major towns: 

1. Bulman 
Lot 1B – this has been flagged for renovations to be turned into staff 

accommodation 
Lot 30 – Contractors Quarters (8 Rooms – 4 have ensuites) 

2. Beswick 
Lot 16 – Contractors Quarters (8 Rooms) 

3. Ngukurr 
Lot 297B – Contractors Quarters (4 Rooms) 
Lot 425 – White House (4 Rooms – this will be taken off the list for a few 

months for relocation to new site Lot 224) 
4. Numbulwar 

Lot 240 Training Centre (8 Rooms) 
Please see attachment “F” for an overview of VOQ Accommodation income and usage. 
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Auctions 
Orange County Auctions held an auction on Saturday 25th August. All unsold items from this 
auction were then handed over to Manheim Auctions who have been working through selling 
them by offering them up in their auctions held on the third Wednesday of every month. 
Please see attachment “G” for an overview of everything that has been sold so far. 
 
As discussed with the CEO, Assets will now start to build a list of fleet items for a local 
Katherine auction to be held after the end of the 15/16 financial year. 
 
Borroloola Public Tender 
A public tender was released to sell of items that were beyond economical repair and based 
in Borroloola. This was advertised in the Tennant Creek and District Times, Katherine Times 
on RGRC website and all around Borroloola. The tender was advertised for a period of three 
weeks and closed on Friday 18th December 2015. There were a total of sixteen bidders and 
a total of $33,715 inc GST was raised.  
Please see attachment “H” for the tender results.  
 
Items for Disposal 
The Assets program is updating fleet, plant and machinery as an ongoing regular basis and 
in this process excess and old fleet items are being identified for disposal. This list below has 
been identified as surplus to Council’s needs and transported to town for auction. 
 
FLID  DESCRIPTION  PROGRAM USE 

70702  CA88QC TOYOTA HILUX 4X4 SR TD DC  BARUNGA CSM 

70703  CA60LT TOYOTA HILUX 4X4 SR 3L TD DC  BESWICK CSM 

70604  CA57QS TOYOTA HILUX SR 4X4 TD DC  CDP DRIVER TRAINER 
 
Meetings/Webinars Attended by Assets Manager: 
 
NT Govt – Mapping Workshop:    15/10/15 
 Interviews: Project Manager   20/10/15 
Project Management Meetings:    21/10/15 & 30/11/15 
Workshop/Assets Staff Meetings:   30/10/15 & 18/11/15 
Asset Manager Performance Appraisal: 30/10/15 
Budget Meetings: 
Workshop/Staff Housing/VOQ:  3/11/15 
Assets:      17/11/15 

Emungalan Rd Moving Meetings:   16/11/15, 30/11/15, 9/12/15, 16/12/15 
Waste Management Committee Meeting:   19/11/15 
 Isuzu Dealership Meeting:    25/11/15 
Knotts Crossing – Xmas Party Meeting: 30/11/15 
SASO Forum:      1/12/15 
TechOne Asset Management Webex:  17/12/15 
Managers Meeting:     18/12/15 
Cleaning Tender Assessment:   24/12/15 
Compactor Tender Assessment:   21/12/15 
Borroloola Public Tender Assessments: 22/12/15 

 
 
 
ISSUES/OPTIONS/SWOT 
Nil 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
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Actual vs Budget July 2015 ‐ December 2015 

Activity 
Actual 
Expenditure 

Budgeted 
Expenditure Variance 

109 ‐ Assets Administration  811,363 (536,024)  (1,347,387)

110 ‐ Assets Management ‐ Fixed Assets  (807,278) 0  807,278

115 ‐ Asset Management ‐ Fleet & Equipment  (812,829) 0  812,829

   (808,744) (536,024)  310,505

 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1  Attachment A - Fleet Insurance Claims Report.pdf 
2  Attachment B - Fleet Expenses.pdf 
3  Attachment C - IBA Lease Vehicles Report.pdf 
4  Attachment D - RGRC Capital Fleet Purchases Update.pdf
5  Attachment E - Assets Buildings Expenditure Report.pdf 
6  Attachment F - VOQ Accommodation Income.pdf 
7  Attachment G - Auction Reoprt Sales.pdf 
8  Attachment H - Borroloola Public Tender Results.pdf 
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CONTRACTS & TECHNICAL SERVICES DIRECTORATE 
REPORT 

ITEM NUMBER 18.3 
TITLE Update of Chardon Street Depot Project 
REFERENCE 641587 

AUTHOR Marc Gardner, Director Contracts and Technical Services         
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
(a) That Council receive and note the report on the Chardon Street Depot Project. 
 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
Council has recently completed the construction of the new Depot in Katherine located at 63 
Chardon Street. The construction program ran from July 2015 until practical completion on 
the 25 January 2016. Council’s Technical Services and Infrastructure operations moved into 
the premises on the 25 January and have been operating successfully from the premises. 
 
Council was fortunate in receiving a grant from the Northern Territory Government for 
$500,000 for the acquisition of the land on which the premises was built. 
 
ISSUES/OPTIONS/SWOT 
Council engaged the services of Turner Townsend Thinc to oversee the design, tender 
preparation and construction program due to Council not having these services in house. 
This was successful and this company’s services were professional and well run. Attached is 
the final report on the project.  
 
Ngarda Civil and Construction were engaged as the contractor to undertake the construction 
and they were generally very good other than construction delays on some components of 
the project. They engaged a number of local subcontractors from the region to undertake the 
majority of the project, as well as had a requirement to have 10% Indigenous employment on 
the project which they maintained. 
 
The original construction program was due to be completed on the 17 December to enable 
Council to complete the lease at 99 Emungalan Road by the 31 December 2015. Council 
was fortunate that the lessor for 99 Emungalan Road allowed Council to remain at the 
premises until the 30 January 2015 allowing sufficient time to move to the new Depot.  
 
There were also no serious safety or environmental issues associated with the project.  
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
Below is a summary of income and expenditure for the new premises: 
 
Item Amount ($) Budget (14/15 

and 15/16) 
Consulting fee expense (Thinc) 69,126 
Freight and delivery expenses 3,005 
Material expense general 132 
Computer consumables 2,090 
Capital purchase (construct buildings) 1,617,308 
Other contractors expense 5,804 
Advertising 522 
Sundry and miscellaneous 272 
Total 1,698,259 1,800,000
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As indicated in the above table, the project was well below budget by $101,741. However 
Council will experience additional minor expenses with completing the project including 
concreting the under cover area (approximately $10,000), upgrading toilet entry 
(approximately $5,000) as well as completing the garden, irrigation and some drainage 
(likely to be approximately $7,000).  
 
In addition to this, Council holds a retention of $74,533.50 with Ngarda for 12 months as a 
defects liability period. Council will have to budget for this amount in 2016/17. With these 
additional expenses, Council will have completed the project on budget. 
 
There were also on-costs associated with this project including staff time to manage the 
project as well as moving and set up time that has not been quantified or accounted for. 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1  RGRC Katherine Depot - Final Report.pdf
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CONTRACTS & TECHNICAL SERVICES DIRECTORATE 
REPORT 

ITEM NUMBER 18.4 
TITLE Civil Works Update 
REFERENCE 641617 

AUTHOR Marc Gardner, Director Contracts and Technical Services         
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
(a) That Council receive and note the report of civil works projects update. 
 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
Below is an update of civil works (road works) projects occurring across the Council area. 
 
 
ISSUES/OPTIONS/SWOT 
Community Project Est 

Completion 
Status 

Barunga Rubbish dump clean up 15/9/15 Completed 
Barunga Cemetery Road culvert 30/6/16 Getting detailed design 

work done 
Barunga Developing plans for a heavy 

vehicle turn around and parking at 
store redevelopment 

33/6/16 Currently in design phase. 
Will require external 
funding. 

Barunga Housing drainage redevelopment – 
near Lot 57 

30/6/16 Currently in design phase. 
Will require external 
funding. 

Beswick Intersection from Central Arnhem 
Road to new subdivision (with new 
store opening) 

30/6/16 Currently in design phase. 
Will require external 
funding. 

Borroloola Searcy Street – barricade and 
drainage clearance repairs 

30/10/16 Awaiting detailed quotation 
– to be incorporated into 
CBD upgrade 

Borroloola Searcy Street drainage – major 
upgrade 

31/12/16 Traffic plans being collated 
Design completed 
Project on hold due to 
external funding 
Application recently 
submitted in October 

Borroloola Town camps roads upgrade 31/12/16 Scope of works and 
costing completed – refer 
to corro out. Yanyula camp 
completed in 13/14 
though. 

Borroloola Transport Hub 31/12/16 Preliminary design work 
completed and used for 
submission to Aust 
Government in October 

Daly Waters Repair to road near creek bridge 30/6/16 Referred to Dept 
Infrastructure 

Jilkminggan New Rubbish dump 31/6/16 Planning and on hold due 
to JCAC lease 

Jilkminggan Culvert across farm creek to 
cemetery 

31/6/16 Planning and on hold due 
to JCAC lease 

Bulman/Weemol Sealing of Centre Road and new 
cul-de-sac, plus drainage works 

30/8/15 Completed 

Bulman Weemol Full re-sheet and stabilisation of 
Weemol Road 

30/8/15 Completed 
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Manyalluluk Full re-sheet of entire road, 
stabilisation of crossovers. 

30/6/16 Gravel sites identified – 
require NLC approval to 
do re-sheet and requires 
confirmation of external 
funding. 

Manyalluluk Running grade of Eva Valley road 
(total length) 

12/03/16 Completed – another will 
be done pre wet-season 
(December) 

Manyalluluk Sealing internal roads (front of 
Council office, around corners and 
installation of causeway) 

30/6/16 Currently in design phase. 
Will require external 
funding. 

Mataranka Carew Road drainage reparation 
(part 2) 

31/12/15 Completed 

Mataranka Elsey Street/Stuart Hwy drainage 31/12/15 Referred to NT Govt 
responsibility 

Mataranka Conroy Road Drainage 31/12/15 Completed 
Minyerri Resealing of internal roads 31/12/15 Completed in December 

2015 
Ngukurr “Rainbow Street” drainage 30/6/16 Currently in design phase. 

Will require external 
funding. 

Ngukurr Mutju Street and Central Road 
reseal 

30/06/16 Roads to Recovery – will 
include with other Ngukurr 
projects 

Ngukurr Traffic management (school/shop) 
– kerbing, speed humps, signage, 
crossings 

31/8/16 Preliminary drawings 
completed – Blackspot 
funding received, seeking 
additional funding 

Ngukurr Transport Hub (opposite Power 
Station) 

31/10/16 Preliminary design 
completed – subject to 
funding submission to 
Australian Govt. 

Numbulwar Airport Road 30/10/15 Completed in Nov 2015  
Numbulwar Reseal and drainage works behind 

shop road and from Outstations 
centre to front of Council office. 

30/11/15 Completed, but not to 
standard, contractor will 
revisit in dry 2016. 

Numbulwar Transport Hub – at boat 
ramp/workshop 

31/10/16 Preliminary design 
completed – subject to 
funding submission to 
Australian Govt. 

Numbulwar  Moving of rubbish dump 31/12/16 Project design and 
planning occurring. 
Application to Army 
Assistance Program 
complete. 

Urapunga Full maintenance grade – town 
entrance road 

30/08/15 Completed but will do 
further work in near future 

All Council Roads and storm water drains audit 30/6/16 Currently in progress, 
completion due early April 
2016. 

Katherine Chardon Street Depot –site works 17/12/15 Completed 
Katherine 2 Crawford Street Office – site 

works 
31/12/16 Refer to separate report to 

Council regarding 
progress of this new 
project 

Katherine Victoria Hwy Office – car park stays 30/08/15 Completed 
 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
Nil 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
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There are no attachments for this report. 
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CONTRACTS & TECHNICAL SERVICES DIRECTORATE 
REPORT 

ITEM NUMBER 18.5 
TITLE 2 Crawford Street Katherine update 
REFERENCE 641631 

AUTHOR Marc Gardner, Director Contracts and Technical Services         
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
(a) That Council receive and note the report for 2 Crawford Street Katherine 
 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
Council at its Ordinary Meeting on the 29 January 2016 resolved as follows: 
 
44/2016 RESOLVED (Donald  Garner/Daniel Mulholland)    Carried  
 
Motion Voted against: Deputy Mayor Judy MacFarlane and Councillor Annabelle Daylight. 
 
(a)  That Council receive and note the verbal update on the Landmark property. 
(b)  That Council agree to purchase 2 Crawford Street Katherine for the sum of $2.2 

 million plus GST. 
(c)  That Council instructs any future profit from sales or lease of the properties in 

 Katherine that a percentage will be utilised for future assets and services in 
 communities. 

 
Action : CEO to obtain current valuations of both our properties at Chardon Street and     

Crawford Street and present at the March OCM with detail options. 
 
Following from this meeting, Council’s Strategic Leadership team formed an internal working 
group to further progress plans and actions associated with all Council premises.  
 
The working group consists of the Chief Executive Officer, all Directors, Manager Finance 
and Manager Assets. 
 
The property settled formally in early March 2016. Council staff have since enacted a 
number of preliminary works include soil tests, getting the property valued and placed on 
Council’s insurance schedules. 
 
ISSUES/OPTIONS/SWOT 
On the 7 March, the working group met and established a project action register (attached). 
This outlines all the considerations that Council needs to make in relation to the future of all 
premises in Katherine. 
 
It was understood at this meeting that further investigative works need to be undertaken and 
develop a long term development plan including: 

 Concept design for site capacity 
 Specifications and scope of works for development 
 Asses viability of combined Council services and  
 Develop a business feasibility plan 

 
Initial thoughts are to have a staged approach with moving offices and staff to the site over a 
period of time. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
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One of the actions from this working group meeting is for the Director Corporate Governance 
to provide investment strategy options at the Finance Committee meeting in April 2016. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1  3973_001.pdf  
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CONTRACTS & TECHNICAL SERVICES DIRECTORATE 
REPORT 

ITEM NUMBER 18.6 
TITLE Use of Lot 225 Ngukurr 
REFERENCE 641633 

AUTHOR Marc Gardner, Director Contracts and Technical Services         
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
(a) That Council receive and note the report on the use of Lot 225 at Ngukurr.  
 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
At the Finance Committee Meeting on the 25 November 2015, the Council requested the 
Chief Executive Officer investigate options for the subleasing arrangements for lot 225 at 
Ngukurr. This was part of discussions around relinquishing leases and properties that were 
no longer used by Council. 
 
Lot 225 is located on the main entrance road to Ngukurr and situated in a row of properties 
that are leased to Council. It is also currently ‘zoned’ on the Ngukurr land use plan as 
residential. Lot 225 is next door to the Council Service Manager’s Property and was formerly 
used as the ‘Housing Yard’ and not for residential purposes. Since changes in the Territory 
Housing Contract no longer required Council to have a specific housing depot separate from 
a municipal depot, it is now used primarily for vehicle storage at night as a security measure.  
 
It was reported in November that Council operations at Ngukurr did not have a use for Lot 
225 other than for storage of vehicles and due to the land use plan zoning that Council could 
possibly look at subleasing it to another organisation who would be allowed to install 
residential dwellings on the property. In addition to this, Council was advised that the internal 
lease charges which include the Northern Land Council lease charges were approximately 
$30,000 per year.  
 
Council’s management suggested that options should be investigated to identify the most 
appropriate use for the property and it was suggested that Council would prefer not to 
relinquish the lease but rather look at sub-leasing to another entity. 
 
ISSUES/OPTIONS/SWOT 
Upon further investigations into sub-leasing the property, the lease with the Northern Land 
Council does allow a sub-leasing arrangement to be enabled with their permission. Following 
this, some organisations were approached to gauge whether they would be interested in a 
sub-lease arrangement for the purpose of constructing residential dwellings on the property, 
however this generated little interest.  
 
Council’s Executive Team further discussed the need for the property and now recommends 
that Council continue to utilise it for the purpose of a lay down area in the immediate future. 
It is further recommended that Council investigate and devise a plan to relinquish Lot 317 
where Council’s current depot is located as this lot is within the cultural zone and Council 
should make every effort to cease operations on this property and temporarily move to Lot 
225. Council can then consider establishing a depot in an industrial area being proposed by 
the Northern Territory Government. 
 
During investigations it was also revealed that the NLC lease for this property is only $3,710 
per annum and quite within Council’s budgetary capacity to continue to utilize the property 
as a lay down area and as a short term municipal yard.  
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Recommend Council now retain the property for Council services and investigate it’s future 
use as a potential lay down area 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
It is also recommended that a report is presented to Council in the future about plans and 
costings for moving from Lot 317 (municipal depot) and establishing a new depot at the 
proposed industrial area. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
There are no attachments for this report. 
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CONTRACTS & TECHNICAL SERVICES DIRECTORATE 
REPORT 

ITEM NUMBER 18.7 
TITLE Mechanical Workshop Report for the period 

October 2015 to December 2015 
REFERENCE 641634 

AUTHOR Virginya Boon, Asset Manager         
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
(a) That Council receive and note the report for the Mechanical Workshops at 

Headquarters and Numbulwar for the October 15 to December 15 quarter. 
 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
Council operates two Mechanical Workshops, one at Numbulwar and one at Katherine 
Headquarters. 
 
Staffing 

1. Workshop Supervisor (HQ) – Luke MacFarlane 
2. Workshop Mechanic (HQ) – Felomeno Damian (Jun) 
3. Workshop Mechanic (Numbulwar) – Phillip Huddleston 
4. Workshop Admin (HQ) – Keerthi Kumarawadu 
5. Workshop / Assets Manager – Virginya Boon 

 
Fleet Repairs 

1. Attachment “A” is a list of how many fleet items were serviced and/or repaired for the 
second quarter of the 15/16 financial year. 

2. Attachment “B” is the Workshop income for the July 15 to December 15 period. 
 
The HQ workshop is still behind the budgeted target and over the past few months we have 
been auditing our processes and have found that there is nothing in place to reconcile what 
jobs we actually do and/or organise externally to do, with what is being invoiced both 
internally and externally each month.  
Recent discussions taken place with external organisations to try and get the work of 
servicing their fleet at the HQ Workshop. 
 
With the following proactive procedures and agreements in place we should hopefully start 
to see some improvement with our income: 

1. Procedure to capture everything that gets booked in for services and/or repairs both 
internally to Numbulwar and HQ Workshops and externally to contractors is recorded 
to ensure everything gets invoiced each month.  

2. Katherine Town Council have agreed to Roper Gulf Council servicing their fleet. 
3. We are currently speaking with Sunrise Health Service to service their Katherine 

based fleet. We already do their community based fleet when our workshop team 
visit community. 

 
ISSUES/OPTIONS/SWOT 
Nil 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
Nil 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1  Workshop Service _ Repairs - Attachment A.pdf
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2  Workshop Income - Attachment B.pdf 
  



Attachment 1 Workshop Service _ Repairs - Attachment A.pdf
 

 

Attachment 1 Page 308
 

 



Attachment 2 Workshop Income - Attachment B.pdf
 

 

Attachment 2 Page 309
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CONTRACTS & TECHNICAL SERVICES DIRECTORATE 
REPORT 

ITEM NUMBER 18.8 
TITLE Outstations Report 
REFERENCE 641646 

AUTHOR Marc Gardner, Director Contracts and Technical Services         
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
(a) That Council receive and note the report on Outstations operations. 
 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Quarterly Report for Communities/ Outstations: October 2015 – December 2015 
 
ISSUES/OPTIONS/SWOT 
 

Location Action Delivered   

Werenbun  Twice weekly services checks and 
rubbish collections 

 Weekly water filters servicing 
 Various minor housing R&M  
 Various minor electrical repairs 
 Mowing and brush-cutting around 

housing and infrastructure 
 Tidy-up dump site with bobcat 
 Replace toilet cistern in ablution 

block 
 Electrical repairs to irrigation pump 
 Repairs to filtration system 
  

    

Jodetluk  
 

 Twice weekly services checks  
 Fortnightly- refill chloride tablets in 

sewer treatment tank 
 Weekly rubbish collection  
 Mowing and brush-cutting around 

housing and infrastructure 
 Weed control in and around 

outstation 
 Minor housing repairs 
 Housing condition report 
 Weekly rotation of  sewer effluent 

sprinklers 

    

Mulggan 
Camp  
 

 Weed control of sewer effluent 
evaporation area  

 Various Minor housing R&M  
 Weekly cleaning of ablution block 
 Various minor plumbing repairs 
 Weekly services checks 
 Electrical safety inspections to all 

houses 
 Locate & repairs to leaks in water 

mains  

    

Mt Catt 
 

 Weekly services check and 
rubbish collection 

 Weed control  
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 HEA  - Norrie Martin – install new 
mini cube container modified with 
shelving and kitchen sink 

 Roof repairs to Norrie’s house 
 Repairs to boundary fencing after 

buffalo damaged it 
 Serviced gen-set 
 Pump out septic tanks 
 Repairs to solar water pump 
 Supply and install new diesel 

water pump 
Barrapunta 
 

 Fire and weed control in and 
around outstation 

 Fortnightly services check  

    

Baghetti 
 

 Did not visit      

Mobarn 
 

 MES checklist - unoccupied        

Badawarrka  
 

 Weed control 
 Weekly services check 
 Housing condition report 
 HEA – Jerry Ashley – replace stair 

treads – manufacture & install 
color bond window shutters on 
both door way windows – repair 
kitchen sink – repair flooring in 
kitchen area 

 Service of gen-set and water 
pump 

 Weekly rubbish collection 
 Bobcat – clean up around 

outstation of shrubs and rubbish 
 Repairs to sub water pump 

    

Turkey 
lagoon 
 

 Did not visit – unoccupied    

Costello 
 

 Weekly services check & rubbish 
collection 

 

    

Boomerang 
Lagoon 
 

 Weekly services check 
 MES checklist   

  

Nummerloori 
 

 Weekly services check  
 Weekly rubbish collection 
 MES checklist 

  

Ganiyarrand 
(Rosehill) 
 

 MES check list - waiting on 
funding approval  before any 
services can be delivered  

 

  

Wanmarrie 
 

 Did not visit - Waiting on funding 
approval  

  

Lake 
Katherine 
 

 Unoccupied – No funding 
available 

  

Nullawan   Weekly services check 
 Weekly rubbish collection 
 Manufacture and install 2 x rain 

water tank stands 
 Replace 2 x outside taps 
 Service gen-set & minor repairs 
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Mole Hill  MES – checklist 
 Supply and install new water pump
 Service gen-set 
 Supply and install new diesel gen-

set 
 Fortnightly rubbish collection 
 Replace toilet cistern – ablution 

block  
 Unblock drain – ablution block 
 Clean out rain water tanks 

guttering 
 Minor housing repairs 

    

Momob  Did not visit - Unoccupied – No 
funding available 

   

Kewyuli  Weekly rubbish collection 
 Fortnightly MES checklist 
 Service gen-set 
 Minor housing repairs 
 Service Jinmar tractor 
 Tidy-up dump site with bobcat  
 Manufacture fencing strainers, 

install new Feral animal control 
boundary fencing 

   

 
Other Projects: 
 
Approved SPG: 
 

 Kewyuli Outstation – Replace the under ground water line from pump to water tanks - 
$20,634.00 – to be completed by 30th June 2016 

 
 Costello Outstation – Upgrade the power supply of all 4 dwellings & school to a 

permanent power supply - $28,535.00 – to completed by 30th June 2016 
 

 Costello – Replace the underground water reticulation from tanks to housing, ablution 
block -  $13,574.00 – to completed by June 2016 

 
 Other – Purchase a grader blade & trencher attachments for the new bobcat – to 

service all outstations - $30,580.00 – Completed 
 
Support to other agencies: 
 
Agencies/ 
Location  

Action Delivered Duration 

Bulman (Muns) Erect 1 x solar street light 1 day 
Weemol (Muns) Erect roads to recovery sign 1 day 
Manyallaluk (Muns) Erect roads to recovery sign 1 day 
Urapunga (Muns) Erect roads to recovery sign 1 day 
Beswick (DOI) Transfer flood gates to new location 1 day 
Katherine 
(Contracts, Muns) 

Transferring of materials plant & equipment from 
old depot at Emungalan rd – new depot – 
Chardon St 

3 weeks 

 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
Nil 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
There are no attachments for this report.       


